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Unbridaled's Style Expo 
& Bridal Sale! 

Well-known gowns $50-500 

Sunday, April 25, 2010 
11 am-4 pm 

This unprecedented event features 
a once in a lifetime sample sale of 
over 200 wedding gowns donated 
from some of the area's finest 
bridal salons! The gowns are 
priced to sell at $50-500 and all 
sales benefit The Career Wardrobe. 

Location: 

The Wardrobe Boutique 
1822 Spring Garden St., 2nd Floor 
Philadelphia. PA 19130 
Cost: $10 for brides/guests 
(1 raflle ticket with each entry tee) 

Buy tickets at the door or 
http://tcw-unbridaled.eventbrite.com 
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GENIUS IN A BOTTLE 

► THE APRIL ISSUE of National Geographic maga- 
zine was a 200-page single-issue monstrosity titled 
"Water: OurThirsty World "While wading through 
it, this jumped out: Just 2.5 percent of Earth’s 
water is of the fresh variety, and two-thirds of that 
is frozen (and increasingly melting into the ocean) 
while desalination of salt water remains expensive. 

Here in Philadelphia, nestled between two rivers 
and blessed with a top-notch water department, 
we take water for granted. But access to fresh and, 
importantly, drinkable water is perhaps the most 
distinct divider between prosperity and poverty 

Two Perm grads have a small idea they hope will 
make a big difference. Aakash Mathur, 22, nnd Jay 
Parekh, 23, were at the GoGrcenExpo in Oaks last 
weekend showing off a little marvel they call the 
Hydros Bottle. It is, simply, a water bottle that's also 
a filtor. But unlike a Brita, which takes forever to do 
its dirty work, Hydros Biters almost instantaneous- 
ly. Without getting too technical, the duo (Mathur 
graduated from Wharton; Parekh studied engineer- 
ing) created a filter with more surface area to do the 
job more quickly. “That was a priority for us,” says 
Mathur. “Part of our proprietary system comes from 
our use of filtration pellets,” Parekh adds. 

Right now, what they've got is a bottle (available 
since late March at hydrosbottle.com) made of all 
locally sourced parts, using the same Tritan mate- 
rial used in Nalgene bottles, that could negate the 
need to ever buy a bottle of water in the States 
again. If it catches on, that would be huge in and of 
itself (consider: It takes something like 3 liters of 
water to produce 1 liter of bottled water). But the 
Hydros guys are thinking bigger. Through Oper- 
ation Hydros, $1 from every bottle they sell will 
go toward a joint project with Engineers Without 




Borders (EWB) to bring safe 
drinking water to those with- 
out access. The current target 
is Gundom, Cameroon, where 
EWB — applying the “appropri- 
ate technology” philosophy — is 
building concrete structures 
around natural mountainside 
springs to prevent contamina- 
tion from surface water. 

The big vision for the Hydros 
guys, however, involves bring- 
ing the portability of the bottle 
they’ve engineered for the Amer- 
ican market. They’d like to devel- 
op bottles for urban areas with 
running water that’s not safe to 
drink. “In terms of having a filter 
ready, it's going to be a few years, 
and will depend on the places we 
target,” says Parekh. “Water in 
Mumbai is different than water 
in Mexico City.” 

Aligning with another Penn 
startup called Innova Materials 
that works in nanotechnology 
and material science, the 37th- 
and-Spruce-based Hydros Bottle 
guys have already begun testing 

not rushing to go international. 
“We’re building our company and 
brand,” says Mathur, "so that 
we’re able to go worldwide with 
the right weight and experience. 
We don't want to rush into things 
and wing it.” 

I'll drink to that 
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with new activation 
on 2-yr. contract 
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MORE CONNECTIONS 
JUST A TOUCH AWAY. . 
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INTRODUCING 
MOTOROLA CLIQ XT" 
with MOTOBLUR." 

_ 

• MOTOBLUR syncs contacts, posts, 
feeds, messages, emails, and more 

• Web Browsing with Flash Lite and 
a touch pad 

• Instant music, instantaneously shared 



Call 1-800-TMOBILE I Go to your local T-Mobile Store I Visit www.t-mobile.com 
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PUBLIC RADIO’S 




Speaking 
of Faith 

with Krista Tippett 



WATCH THIS SOLD-OUT EVENT ONLINE 

Einstein’s God 

Join in an evening of ideas with Peabody 
Award-winning broadcaster Krista Tippett. 
Explore the discoveries behind her new 
bestselling book, Einstein's God ; and the 
fascinating interplay of questions — if not 
answers — between 21st century science, 
medicine, theology and philosophy. 



APRIL 27, 7 P.M. 

AT SPEAKINGOFFAITH.ORG/SOFLIVE 

FROM THE KIMMEL CENTER, PHILADELPHIA 



Visit speakingoffaith.org/soflive today to explore 
videos of past events— then bookmark the page 
to watch “Einstein’s God” live on April 27. 

Listen to Speaking of Faith on Sundays 
at 7 A.M. on WHYY 90.9 FM 
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JOIN ^CONVERSATION 



NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER , 



3:00 PM-7:00 PM 
$1S. FREE for Penn 



America and the Legacy of Rome 

Stanford’s Caroline Winterer, Curatorial Consultant for Ancient Rome 
& America, headlines a series of short talks about the cultural, 
political and social connections between these two republics, followed 
by a wine & cheese reception and gallery talks with distinguished 
historians inside the exhibition. 



Thursday The R oa( j to Global Constitutionalism 

_ 3n D( .. The National Constitution Center and the University of Pennsylvania 
b:oU PM Law School welcome Visiting Scholar A.E. Dick Howard, White Burkett 
Free! Miller Professor of Law and Public Affairs at the University of Virginia 

School of Law, for a lecture on global constitutionalism. 



Please call 215.409.6700 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org. 
INDEPENDENCE MALL / 525 ARCH STREET / PHILADELPHIA, PA 19106 
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[+3] Tbe Phillies apologizeto Michael Vangelo 
J and his 11 -year-old daughter after fan 
Matthew Oemmens vomited on them on 
purpose Add ng. "Of course, atthe Vet we'd 
have put the guy on Phana Vision, so let’s 
keep things in perspective." 

r +41 Police catch a Center City bank robber 
1 after the teller slips a GPS device in with 
the loot. But he escapes when they drive 
into a fountain on the way to jail. 

f - 3| Residents in two North Philly high-rises 
1 donotgetU.S.Censusfomisinthemall, 
Andwinkoutofexistence. 

[+ -| J During a traffic accident between a car 
J andafewhorse-drawncarriagesinOld 
City, three horses break free. While the 
car's engine stayed pul There's a lesson 
in there. Commodore. 



r+ -| J The FBI figures out that despite wearing 
J a different T-shirt each time, one man is 
responsible for three recent bank robber- 




no wait here theyare, in theother pocket. 
Now.where'dwe put our glasses? Oh. 

[ 0 ] Political experts say the four Democratic 
candidates for governor havespent more 
time on the road together than any in recent 
history. But the joyride turns deadly when 
jjj they flip off Republican Tom Corbett in an 

18-wheeler. 

i [ + 1 ] AllfourDemocraticcandidatesvowtocre- 
5 ateagreenerPennsylvaniaatanAcademy 

- ofNaturalSciencesforum.“Thanks!’says 

= therotting.stuffedpeltofanendangered 

’• gorilla forever encased in a life-size 

j! diorama display just 1 5 feet away. 




£ [+1 ] Sam Katz describes himself and former 
i Mayor John Street who he ran against in 

t '99 and 03. as "just two old warhorses 

5 whoVe been through a lot." Adding, ''Well 

| maybel'mmoreolawarMyUttlePony.Or, 

5 like, awar-somethingelsethat never won 

° anything." 

a This week's total: 9 I Last week's total: 22 
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I n what ass-backward place do the Green, Constitution and 
Libertarian parties all have the same goal? Pennsylvania, 
of course! The Center for Competitive Democracy (CCD) 
— those three bad boys and a bunch of others — filed a federal 
lawsuit in April challenging the state’s less-than-open ballot-access 
laws. The CCD takes issue with the fact that many counties don't 
tally write-ins. (Damn! Santa Claus and Jesus are never gonna 
win.) It also argues that Pennsylvania's threshold for being a major 
political party — claiming 15 percent of registered voters — is insur- 
mountable. But here’s the really interesting wrong that CCD’s suit 
was trying to right: Pennsylvania is the only state in which third- 
party candidates, after having their nomination papers success- 
fully challenged, have to pay the litigation costs of the folks 
who chalenged them. It first happened in 2004, when the court 
ruled that Green Party presidential candidate Ralph Nader 
had to pay about $8 1,000 of his challengers' fees. Then, in 2006, 
when Carl Romanelli ran as the Green Party candidate for US. 
Senate, he got slapped with a similar' fee. 

“These fees create a chilling effect," says CCD attorney Oliver 
Halt “Tire entire reason for being a third party is to recruit candi- 
dates and run them.” He points to at least three third-party can- 
didates in Pennsylvania who were tunning in ’06, but dropped out 
because they feared being hit with such fees. 



Last week, however, Judge Lawrence Stengel threw out 
theircase, ruling that the plaintiffs lacked standing to challenge 
fire state’s assessment of court costs. In other words, the CCD 
isn’t Nader or Romanelli — the guys who actually got screwed 
— and thus can’tclaim injury. The CCD will likely appeal appeal. 

But if the third parties ever win this thing, do they expect to, 
/know, get candidates elected in Pennsylvania? "My gut feeling is 
no.' says Steve Baker, a Green Party member. “But regardless, all 
candidates should stand before the public without interference." 

SYMPATHY FOR THE DEVIL 

Surely, somewhere within the 
depths of your beer-swilling, 
Marlboro-puffing, pretzel- 
dog-munching soul lies a 
s midge of sympathy for those 
poor bastards whose job it is to enforce this state's byzantine liquor 
lav/s. Right? 

No? Well, maybe you should. The Bureau of Liquor Control 
Enforcement (BLCE) is but an arm of the state police; still, 
they're the guys who end up going Elliot Ness on gastropubs 
that dare to serve craft beers that aren’t properly registered with 

>»contruad on adjacent page 



“Those 
laws can be 
somewhat 
complicated.” 



now playing the role of heroic beer-saver 




A STORIES 



the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board 

(PLCB) — the gall! — storming the joints 
with armed agents and carrying away kegs of 



sweet, sweet b eer to rot in faraway police storage facilities. 
And like the good drunkards we are, lastweekwe were pleased 
as punch to read that a state House committee read the booze 
cops the riot act. 



Not as pleased as we would have been if the committee was, say, 
abolishing the PLCB, but, hey, small victories. 

In a hearing about the early March raids on three Philly bars 
— as it turned out, at least some of the confiscated beer from the 
Memphis Taproom, Local 44 and Resurrection Ale House 
was, in fact, on the PLCB's list — state Rep. John Taylor took 
after Maj. John Lutz, the BLCEdirector, thusly, according to 
kyw 1060.com: Tb have four armed agents go into a small establish- 
ment about this kind of violation is an overuse of manpower .’ 

Tb which Lutz responded:“With all due respect to these three bars, 
there are a lot of bars that we go into that may nothave that particu- 
lar clientele, and there isa danger.” 

That got our antennae twitching. Could beer policing really 
be that dangerous? We searched newspaper archives looking for 
incidents in which BLCE agents had to draw their guns or fend off 
assailants, butfound nothing So, we called Lutz and asked him. 




“What 1 tried to point out was, when we go into these bars, we're no 
longer undercover," he says. In a crowded bar, lull of people who 
are, by definition, drinking, it's possible that some half-cocked 
douche will attemptto play heroic beer-saver. We ll give him 
that. Well also let him point out that the cops’ guns weren’t drawn, 
and they weren’t carrying axes. And, well acknowledge that, if 
you’re going to haul a bunch of heavy kegs out of a bar, it might 
be wise to have more than one cop on scene. It still seems a little 
heavy-handed to us, considering these aren’t bars where frat boys 
pound Bud Light Golden Wheat or whatever Anheuser-Busch 
is crapping out these days — but cops will be cops. 

Anything else you’d care to tell us. Major? "I don’t write die laws, 

I enforce them. "Those laws, he continues, "can be somewhat 
complicated .... I go back to the fact that I don't write them. But 
I have to enforce them "And, he continues, his officers play by the 
same rules as the rest of us — at which point you begin to wonder if 
maybe he thinks we should scrap this ridiculous system, too. 

Sadly, at that same hearing last week, the lawmakers all agreed 
that the registration system was basically fine. Sigh. 

ADVENTURES IN JOURNALISM 

Say you work for The Philadelphia Inquirer or the Daily News. And 
say, because you are human, you h ave a Facebook account with 
which you share the meaningless minutia of your daily life: how 
cigarettes and Diet Coke make for an acceptable breakfast; how 
your editor is a jerk-face who doesn’t appreciate your beautiful 
wo rds: how your kid threw up all over the carpet last night 

Well, your bosses at Philadelphia Newspapers LLC (PNL) would like 
you to know that they're watching. Last week, mediamatters.org 
posted a memo that PNL sent to all of its employees regarding 
a new social-networking policy, which — at least the version 
posted online — doesn't tell us too much of anything about what 
the actual policy is, but does make explicitly clear that PNL under- 
stands what a social-networking site is.And that’s important. 

Says the memo: "(PNL) encourages its employees to Interact 
knowledgeably and responsibly socially online where such 
use supports the goals and objectives of PNL. . , . These guidelines 
are intended to help you make appropriate decisions about work- 
related blogging, personal websites, postings on video and pic- 
ture-sharing sites, in the comments or responses you make online 
on blogs and elsewhere on the public Internet, and other social-net- 

We ran PNL's statement through the A Million Stories 
Corporate-Speak Decoder (patent pending), which conjured up 
this Confudan translation: “Don’t embarrass us." 

Seems simple enough — unless you’re Bill Ross, head of 
the Newspaper Guild Local 38010, which represents newspaper 
employees. In a letter posted on the Guild’s website (local-10.com), 
Ross, who didn't return our phone calls, told PNL: "To the extent the 
policy applies to non-work-related activities of our members, it is 
overly broad and improperly and illegally interferes with our 
members' lawful rij^it to express their personal views, lb the extent 
the policy seeks to subject our members to discipline/discharge for 
work-related activities, the employer does not have the unlateral 
right to impose such terms and conditions of employment 
without bargaining in good faith." We'll keep you posted. 

• Tins week's report by Jeffrey C Billman and Holly Otteitrein. E-mail us at 




man 

By Isaiah Thompson 



next week, Philadelphia mega-lawyer ” 
Stephen Cozen will explain to the Pennsylvania 
Gaming Control Board why it should extend Fox- 
woods' casino license when his team has been 
totally unablelo find investois for thei r shaky proj- 
ect. Cozen needs rich dudes, and he needs them 
test. So, what's the holdup, rich dudes? Maybe they 
see something theGaming Board, the legislature 
and Gov. Ed Rendell do not that gambling Is not an 
Industry, butatax— on the small portionof people 
with the strange habit of coughing up irresponsible 
amounts of money at slot machines. And maybe 
they're wondering if thatmuch -desired population 
can actuallysupport yet another Philad elphia- area 
casino. (SugarHouse is under construction, and 
Parx, in Bensalem, is already open.) 

The question — what's the gain? — is soobvi - 
ous that you'd think city leaders would be asking 
it too. But so far, they haven 't Mayor Nutter long 
ago madeclearthathe took issue with Foxwoods' 
waterfront location, butnotitsddng business here; 
state Sen. Larry Farnese, whose district encom- 
passes both casinos, has called for Foxwoods' 
license to be revoked, but says it should be rebid 
in a new location. 

Here's another idea: Why not revoke it altogether? 

A recent study commissioned by the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Philadelphia, which offeredass- „ 
essmentsofbothpro-andanti-casinostudiesthat j= 
preceded it concluded that it was impossible to tell 8 
whetherthebenefitsofcasinosoutweighthecosts P 
— incrime.intostopportunity.ingamblingaddic- I 
bon and misery — to the communities that host 0 
them. The decisive factor, it noted, was whether < 
they drew patrons from other areas. J 

It's screwor be screwed, apparently. Luckily, we 5 
don’t have to speculate about where our casino - 
patrons will come frcm.L)uringa2008presentaticn j 
to the Gaming Board, Parx — protesting a proposed = 
Valley Forge license — noted that "nearly all" of » 
its "repeat players’ lived within 25milesolthe > 
casino, andthatmorethanhalfofitspatronslived * 
within 25 miles of the Foxwoods or SugarHouse £ 
sites. Foxwoods isnt expected to generate money. * 
It's expected to take it from us and our neighbors. | 
to be divvied up between the state and some rich - 
dudes, yettobefound. 

But when even they aren't Biting, why the hell i 
are we? 

• Isaiah Thompson could use some nth duOes othis m 

om.E-mailNmatisaiah.thmpson@citypapet.net 
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candidates anonymous 



Dan Onorato wants to take the Rendell route to Harrisburg. By Dan Hirschhorn 



EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the second in an occasional series on 
the little-known Democratic candidates for governor. 

Dan Onorato is leaning forward, arms on the table, fiddling with 
the paper wrapping from a straw at a Center City diner. For a guy 
who's actually in quite a hurry, he hardly seems rushed. 

He just came from a fundraiser, and next he’s off to talk to 
Temple University students. On this warm April evening, less than 
six weeks remain before the Democratic primaiy for governor — a 
contest that, by some accounts, Onorato has been working to win 
since Gov. Ed Rendell was elected to a second term back in 2006. 
With little time to spare, Onorato, the Allegheny County execu- 
2 tive who hails from Pittsburgh, is crisscrossing the state — espe- 
g dally the Philadelphia region, where most voters don't know him 

< and, importantly, where 40 percent of Democratic primary voters 
> happen to live. “I'm at the point now where all of the fieldwork we 

0 put in, all the meet-and-greets, the exposure onTV, its all coming 
= together," Onorato says, sipping a Coke. 

Anyone who’s been paying attention — although, according to 
’ po lling data , not many people are — knows that Onorato is the 
^ favorite to win the May 18 primary, insofar as sucll a thing exists: 

% In a March Franklin & Marshall College poll, only 11 percent of 
:. respondents backed him; the other candidates were in single digits 

- and “undedded" daimed 71 percent. He was the favorite two years 
Z ago when he began laying the groundwork in earnest. And while 

- candidates have come and gone from the race, Onorato has been like 
g a rock. As much as it’s lamented, money matters, and Onorato hasa 
S ton of it — he finished March with 10 times the amount ofcampaign 
£ cash that rival Auditor General Jack Wagner has. He’s the only can- 
Jj didate with staffed-up field offices throughout the state. 

1 And like the man he's trying to succeed, Onorato has the kind 

g of local, economic revitalization story that voters buy. None other 

< than President Obama gave Onorato the platform to show it off 

x last year, when he chose Pittsburgh to host the G-20 summit, hold- 

- ing it up as a model for how urban areas could adapt and thrive 



in a 21st-centuiy economy. “He’s got a good narrative to tell," says 
longtime pollster and Franklin & Marshall public affairs profes- 
sor lb rry Madonna. “Rendell told the Philadelphia story, and the 
Philadelphia story was back from the brinkofbankruptcy, all the 
historical, cultural and economic development that took place. 
Onorato has a similar story that’s very appealing." 

The story is one thathas been chronicled in depth elsewhere, and 
there’s plenty of legitimate debate about how much credit Onorato 
deserves. In short, a region that seemed hopelessly tied to old- 
school industrial manufacturing deftly pivoted to a hub for health 
care, technology and pharmaceutical dollars, allowing Allegheny 
County to consistently outperform the state and national unem- 
ployment rates (in January, the 
seasonally adjusted unemployment 
rate in the county was 7.6 percent, 
1.2 percentage points better than 
the state and 2.1 points better than 
the country, according to the state 
Department of Labor and Industry. 

That's the story — government 
streamlined and budgets passed 
on time — that Onorato is telling 
as he travels the state. And as this article went to press, the money 
with which Onorato tells it was already beginning to speak louder 
than words: The first candidate to air television ads statewide, polls 
showed that a wide-open, four-way race was beginning to tilt in his 
favor. A Susquehanna Polling & Research survey released on April 
14, after Onorato’s ads had been running for a couple weeks, showed 
him surging to 32 percent of the vote. 

"He’s put himself in the strongest position by far,” longtime 
Democratic political consultant David Dunphy says. 

That doesn't mean Onorato is without critics — far from it He's 
a conservative Democrat in the Bob Casey mold, whose positions 
often don't sit well with Hi illy liberals. He is a Catholic who person- 



Politics is 
narrative, 
and Onor- 
ato has the 
money to 
tell his. 



ally opposes abortion, but says thathe won’t 
allow any changes to state laws govern- 
ing abortion access under his watch — a 
position for which he'staken some heat 
from fellow candidate Montgomery County 
Commissioner Joe Hoeffel, the race’s 
self-professed true liberal. As a Western 
Pennsylvania native, Onorato supports 
those hunters with guns who have so often 
clashed with PhiDy’s desire to get Uzis off 
die street. But — as with abortion — he’s 
taken pains to make clear that he supports 
tougher laws on lost and stolen guns and 
child-safety locks. Besides, he says, “you 
have a better chance pushing this with a 
Democrat from the west.” 

For a moment, the frustration of a man 
who has had to explain himself over and 
over again comes to the surface. “I have 
some opponents and their supporters who 
are distorting my positions," he says. “These 
are very moderate positions." 

And there’s the other question: Just how 
much credit should Onorato get for that 
revival that’s become the centerpiece of 
hisTV ads and the national press clips his 
campaign aides distribute with glee? Bill 
Green, a Pittsburgh political analyst who 
has worked for Republicans in the past, 
says not much at all. 

“I don’t quite get that economic claim that 
he talks about,” Green says. "This commu- 
nity transitioned itself from the '80s, and 
it takes 25 years to make that change. We 
went from steel and industrial to education 
and pharmaceuticals. But you don’t just 
snap your finger. That transition wasn’t 
necessarily government-driven. It was 
entrepreneurial-driven." 

Allegheny County Council President 
Richard Fitzgerald, a Democrat and a 
close Onorato ally, scoffs at talk like that. 
Onorato deserves “the lion’s share of the 
credit. It’s been Dan’s vision and it’s been 
Dan’s working with the business com- 
munity that revitalized this county,” he 
says, ticking off examples of companies 
that came to or stayed in the area under 
Onorato’s watch. “I’ve seen it firsthand.” 

Fitzgerald cites U.S. Steel, which had 
planned to move out of Allegheny County 
before Onorato promised them their per- 
mitting process for a new plant would get 
a prompt yes or no, rather than staying in 
the traditional government limbo. Now, 
they’re building an expansion in Clairton, 
outside of Pittsburgh. Similarly, Allegheny 
Technologies Incorporated is building 
another plant in Brackenridge. 

“We’ve got almost $3 billion of new con- 
struction,” Fitzgerald says. “That's bigger 
than our stadiums, our convention center 
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and everything downtown, combined . It's not down- 
town so people don’t see itevery day, butthese are 
the kind of economic growth initiatives that Dan 
Onorato deserves credit for.” 

Onorato, for his part, says he’s willing to share 
the credit — even if he doesn’t in his commercials. 
“I was the county executive during the turn- 
around,” he says. “I was part of that turnaround. 

I don’t think any one person can claim credit for 
it; it was all of us working together. But I can tell 
you that if the region had gone the other direc- 
tion, I certainly would have been blamed for it.” 

Indeed, politicians almost always get too much 

goes up, and too much blame when it goes south 
— failure is an orphan, success has many fathers. 
The point is that politics is about narrative, and 
Onorato has the story and the money to tell it. 

Should Onorato prevail next month, how- 
ever, there is another elephant in the room that 
Republicans will try and tie him to — and its not 
the drink tax Onorato passed that led to some- 
thing of a working-class revolt. Rather, it’s the man 
still in office, Gov. Ed Rendell. 

Everywhere except the Philly region, Rendell is 
politically toxic, his approval ratings in the toilet 
with voters tired of 100-day budget standoffs in 
Harrisburg. And yet, as much as Rendell says he’s 
neutral and Onorato shies away from it, there’s 
simply no denyingthat Onorato is Rendell’s favored 



candidate. The money machine 
that catapulted Rendell to office 
is largely behind Onorato. As 
Franklin & Marshall’s Madonna 
puts it, “Clearly the governor 
openedupdoorsforDan.and he 
skirted through." 

Whether Onorato will repre- 
sent a third term for Rendell, as 
Republicans will surely argue, is a 
completely different story — polit- 
ically and stylistically, the two 
could hardly be more different. 

But that doesn’t stop his 
opponents from painting him 
as RendeD-lite, as Republicans 
surely plan to do. “We have our 
own governing styles. I do things 
my way, he does things his way,” 
Onorato says. 

While Onorato shares 
Rendell’s wonkish ability to 
talk policy, he doesn’t share the 
governor’s love for unfiltered 
political chatter. 

“This is nothing but a side- 
show," he says. 

( editorial@ciiypaper.net ) 
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BEEHIVES AND HIVE-MINDS 

ABOUT 6 flOO BEES arrived at my home last weekend, and they 
were not pleased. Two starter colonies — 3,000 to a box, each with 
a queen — had been trucked up from Georgia, and my new bees 
were as pissed as any mess of critters could be. 

As beekeeper, my job is to move these two mini-colonies and 
their queens from their traveling cages into a pair of cheery yellow 
beehives, their new homes. Along the way, I noticed how colonies 
of angry insects have striking similarities to human mobs. Bees 
who are buzzed on hormones are kind of likeTea Partiers drunk 
on rage. Both would also fly apart were it not for a Big Momma in 
their midst. Bees have queens; Tba Partiers have Sarah Palin. 

Both species of mobs have a leader who visibly manipulates 
them, even though the real power lies with mysterious figures 
behind a cloud of smoke. When my bees are hungry, I give them 
honey water. When Tfea Partiers need a little sugar, corporate 
heavies like Exxon and Philip Morris reportedly succor them. 
Neither mob seems to care, so long as they’re fed. 

But there are some even more subtle parallels between bee 
colonies and human hive-minds. Each new box of bees comes 
with its own queen, ensconced in her own little compartment 
about the size of a fat finger. The queen is protected in this cage 
with inside a cage. She has to be isolated right now, because her 
subjects would kill her. 



all about pheromones. When 
my new bees were hatched, 
they were part of another 
massive colony, under another 
monarch. So, they hate their 
new queen, because she 
doesn'tsmell like their old 
matriarch. 

My bees gnaw frantically at a plug of sugar in a little cage that 
separates them from the queen. By the time they’ve consumed 
the candy, with any luck, they’ll have fallen under her spell. And 
then, the hive will take on that admirable order of a little totali- 
tarian state, replete with the xenophobic, rage you see in other 
closed clusters. 

Away from a hive, a honeybee is very sweet You can pick her 
up and move her at will. But near a hive, aspart of a mob, bees 
get mean. And what they hate even more than a bear (or boorish 
humansnot hidden by smoke ) are other bees. Like rival neighbor- 



door. And hives without strong queens will be ravaged by their 
neighbors, wholl steal their honey and starve their young. 

So, I like to imagine Sarah Palin as a kind of hormonal monarch 
for the misbegotten . But the future bodes ill for her and all mob 
queens. Queens are permitted to live only if they smell good and 
increase their flock. When an old queen dries up, her subjects turn 
on her. They shove her out of the hive with a handful of retainers, 
probably to her death.To complete her humiliation, as the old girl 
fades, she’s tricked into laying successors in a royal race to rule 
— which is won when a newborn queen st ings all her larval rivals 
to death. 

Those who live by the mob perish by it, too. Which is fine for 
these insects that make our lives sweeter; in humans, all it 
makes is more bitterness. 

(bruce@schimniel.com) 
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OUR top STORY! A PROfES^l 
5IONAL ATHLETE HAS BEEN 
CAUGHT INSERTING HIS PRO- 
CREATIVE TENTACLES INTO 



■■Will THEY CONTINUE 
TO SUPPLY HIM WITH THE 
OUANTTTT Of SHINY STONES 
to WHICH HE HAS BECOME 
ACCU ST OMED ? 



WE AT GLoX ARE EX- I 
TREMBLY SMOCKED BY 
THESE EXPLICIT IMAGES, 
WHICH ARE CURRENTLY 
SUPERIMPOSES ON YOUR I 
VIEWS C REENS 



IN OTHER NEWS, THE ANOINTED 
REPRESENTATIVES Of A CULTURALLY 
ENTRENCHED INSTITUTION DEVOTED 
TO JUDGING THE CONDUCT Of OTHERS 
ONCE AGAIN STAND ACCUSED Of 
PERSONALLY ABHORRENT BEHA VIOR. 



AND FINALLY--* CONTROVERSY 
RECENTLY ERUPTED WHEN OffICIALS 
of THE PARTY WHICH SHOULD BE 
IN POWER WERE SEEN DISTRIBUT- 
ING SHINY STONES AT AN ESTAB- 
LISHMENT of INTOXICATION AND 
SIMULATED EXOTIC MATING RITUAL 
obs ervation: 



we hope in All Sincerity 
THAT SENTIEN1S WILL PO- 
LITELY ovErtiocj^HEM: 



I ASSURE GLOX THEY WERE 

THERE f0R LEGITIMATE 
{BUSINESS PUR P OSES- - 



AS USUAL. 



--AND NO SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATION 
Of SIMULATED EXOTIC MATING RITUALS S 

OCCURRED ! ? 


COMING UP next: a I 
POPULAR INFODRAMA 
ACTRESS ACCIDENTALLY 
REVEALS HER REPRO- 
DUCTIVE APPARATUS TO 
A SENTIENT WITH A 
RECORDING DEVICE.' | 
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feedback 



READER-GENERATED ACRONYMS 

To Robert ("Hero. Douche,” Feedback, April 8. 201 0): I can see you 
have a good heart and passion for making a difference . Haiti needs 
groups like Haitian Street Kids Inc. Given the condition of their 
barely existent infrastructure, perhaps Haiti can be better served 
by providing survival tools, medical attention, land preservation, 
governmental partnerships, materials to rebuild, manpower, vol- 
unteerism — a 26-inch HDTV, not so much. 

Finally, to the JuvenileDelinquentsofthe South Street Debacle, 
from now on you shall be referred to as JDSSD. Because you lack 
purpose/direction, you have dishonored and tainted the brilliant 
potential of flash mobs as a constructive movement. 

Anonymous 
VIA CITYPAPER.NET 

SELECTIVE, MISINFORMED RAGE 

When I saw the cover of last week's City Paper. I was expecting 
— final ly — a Tea Party member who was going to spout (acts 
and figures detailing exactly why they were so against President 
Obama's policies, and exactly how he was trying to take overthe 
government ["Ybu Say You Want a Revolution?" Cover Story, Holly 



Otterbein, April 1 5], What the heck was I thinking? Mrs. Reimer is 
plagued with th e same problem all Tea Party membere seem to have 
—selective, misinformed outrage She “woke up" In 2003, notsure 
of the invasion of Iraq was wrong, but despite all the other things 
Bush did, it took six years for her to see the light — "coinciding" 
with Obama's presidency. GreattiminglAll the organizing, the rallies, 
the meetings — if they spent half the energy finding out exactly 
what President Obama'sdoing that they spend blindlyopposing 
what they think he’s doing, I suspect many of them would find 
that they are fighting tooth and nai I agai nstth ings that wi II benefit 
them. I won't evenget into the Jeky ll/Hyde thing Mrs. Reimergoes 
through when illegal immigration is discussed. ... Next out of her 
mouth will be, “Some of my best friends are black." The only one 
who bad the right idea is Robert Mansfield ... if you real ly. real ly 
want to change things, run for public office. They need more I ike 
hi m — in more ways than one. 

Mark F. Walker 
GRAYS FERRY 



♦ Send all letters to Feedback, City Paper, l23ChestnutSt,3rdFbor, 

Phila. PA 19106; lax us 31215-599-0634, or e-mal edittriaKPctypaper.net. 
Submissions may be edited lor dartyand space end must include an address 
and daytime phone number. 
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THE CITY’S GENEROSITY HAS COME BACK TO HAUNT US. 
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■ ON JAN. 14, 2012, City Council President 
Anna Verna is scheduled to retire from office and 
collect a going-away present from the city — a lump- 
sum cash bonus of $584,777. But she doesn't have 
to stay retired for long. 

IfVema runs for office again in 20 1 1 and wins, she 
can retire for one day, make a deposit at the bank, 
and then go back to work the next day, Jan. 15, 2012, 
and resume collecting her salary of $148,090. Or 
Verna, who will be 80 years old, could stay retired 
and collect her annual pension of $133,701. Either 
way, Verna will be a lot richer. And all she had to do 
to earn that big cash bonuswassigna city contract 
scheduling a future retirement date she's perfectly 
free to ignore. 

Under the city's convoluted pension system, this 
payout is entirely legal. While Verna’s bonus will 
be the largest award ever under the city’s Deferred 
Retirement Option Plan (DROP), it’s just another 
withdrawal in a billion-dollar run on the city’s 
already-depleted pension fund. 

DROP is the 1 1-year-old city program that allows 



municipal employees to double-dip on retirement 
benefits during their last four years on the job. 
Employees who sign up for DROP collect their full 
salaries for a maximum of 48 months, plus a maxi- 
mum of 48 months of pension benefits paid in the 
form of a lump-sum cash bonus tho day they walk 
out the door. They also get a minimum of five years 
of health insurance, plus their regular pensions. 
And the city has allowed a select few, like Verna, 
to return to work — at full salary — the day after 
they retire. 

Who would turn down a deal like that? 

Records obtained by City Paper show that between 
2000 and Feb. 1, 2010, some 6,638 city employees 
retired under DROP and collected cash bonuses 
that averaged $109,277 each, for a total of $725 
million. Moreover, 2,107 additional city employ- 
ees — including Verna and five other City Council 
members — are currently enrolled in DROP. If those 
2,107 enrollees stay in the program the maximum 
four years, they'll collect cash bonuses that average 
$160,525 each, for a total of $338 million. 

That's more than a billion dollars in payouts. 

These giveaways are happening as the city faces 
huge budget gaps into the foreseeable future — $150 
million this year — and as Mayor Michael Nutter 
has proposed new taxes on soda and trash collection, 
and the city is already diverting revenues from a 
1-cent increase in the local sales tax passed last 
year just to pay for employee pensions. 

As a City Paper investigation shows, DROP may 
be a great deal for municipal employees, but for 
taxpayers, it makes no sense to reward workers with 
lavish cash bonuses j ust for showing up — especially 
when the city doesn’t have enough cash on hand to 
balance its budget or pay for regular pensions. 

■ RUNAWAY TRAIN 

To gauge the financial impact of DROP, City Paper 
asked Joe Boyle, a Philadelphia-area actuary — a 



financial expert who specializes in pension plans and risk man- 
agement — to do an independent analysis of DROP. The program 
was originally billed as “cost-neutral” when it was unanimously 
passed by City Council and signed into law that same day, June 
28, 1999, by former Mayor Ed Rendell. This newspaper made 
the request because the city’s actuarial consultants have either 
avoided the issue of the cost of DROP, or given contradictory 
data in their reports. 

Boyle analyzed more than 1,000 pages of documents, represent- 
ing a dozen years of annual reports on the city’s pension system, 
as well as three reports on DROP. His conclusion: DROP is “a 
runaway freight train." 

If the city were a business, Boyle says, safeguards enacted by 
the federal Pension Protection Act of 2006 would have kicked 



THE CITY’S CON- 
SULTANTS HAVE 
GIVEN CONTRA- 
DICTORY DATA IN 
THEIR REPORTS. 



in, and all lump-sum payments and credits for future service 
would have been cut off until the pension system’s funding level 
reached 60 percent — meaning, when the pension fund had 
60 cents in the bank for every dollar it owes in future pension 
obligations. As of 2009, the city pension system’s funding level 
was just 45 percent. 

But since this is a government program, those rules don’t apply. 

DROP is anything but cost-neutral, Boyle says. It’s also far 
more expensive than the city’s actuaries have let on. 

The traditional way to measure the cost of a pension plan, Boyle 
says, is to compare the cost of annual contributions to the pension 
fund (from both taxpayers and employees) to the city’s annual 
payroll — $1,4 billion in 2009, In 1998, the year before the city 
adopted DROP, tho annual cost of pensions equaled 25 percent 
of the city’s payroll. By 2009, that percentage had risen to about 
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41 percent. If you include the annual payments the 
city makes on a $1.25 billion bond ittookout in 1999 
— six months before enacting DROP — to bolster 
the pension system, the true cost rises to 48 percent 
of the city's payroll, Boyle says. 

He faults the Board of Pensions and Retirement, 
which oversees the pension fund: "The pension 
board has completely mismanaged this plan by 
not addressing the rising costs.” 

In the private sector, pension funds cost between 3 
percent and 10 percentofcompanies'payroll costs. 
"Having a cost of48 percentof payroll for pensions 
would be considered ludicrous,” Boyle says. And, 
he says, DROP has to be a big factor in those ris- 
ing costs. 

City Finance Director Rob Dubow, also the chair- 
man of the pension board, agrees drat the rising cost 
of pensi ons is the biggest fmand al pro bl em facing the 
city. “It’s gone up dramatically and it puts pressure 
on our entire budget,” he says in an interview. 

However, he says, the city pension board doesn’t 
determine employee benefits: they're set by labor 
contracts and city ordinance. He also disagrees 
about the role played by DROP — if DROP is a 
problem, he says, it’s just a small part of the city’s 
overall pension woes. 

■ COMPOUNDING ERRORS 

The primary goal of DROP programs adopted across 
the country in the last few decades was to retain 
veteran police and firefighters who were taking 
early retirements, collecting their pensions and 
then moving on to new jobs in the private sector. 
The thinking was, why not create a legal double- 
dip that would keep police and firefighters at their 
government jobs? But here in Philadelphia, the 
pension board decided toopen its DROP program to 
all city employees regardless of whether they wore 
a uniform, including even elected officials. 

The results have been disastrous. 



In 1999, the pension board sent out a letterinform- 
ing city employees that they were now eligible to 
enroll in DROP. "PLEASE BE PATIENT,' 'the let- 
ter said. “WE EXPECT SEVERAL HUNDRED 
APPLICATIONS.” 

The first week, more than l.OOOemployeessigned 
up. It’s been a stampede eversince, unforeseen by 
both city officials and the consultants from Mercer 
Inc. who advised them. 

Kenneth A. Kent, the city’s lead actuarial consul- 
tant, who has advised pension officials from 1995 
until 2010, with the exception of 2005 and 2006. 
Kent says the economy may have had "an impact 
on people's behavior.” 

DROP has been a failure with regard to its two 
originally stated goals: It isn't cost-neutral, and it 
hasn’t induced workers to stay on the job longer. 
Instead, it’s had the opposite effect. 

In 1999, the year the city adopted DROP, non- 
uniformed city employees retired at an average 
ageof60.1. By 2005, the most recent figures avail- 
able, non-unifbrmed employees left their jobs at 57. 
(Non-uniformed employees make up 67 percentof 
DROP enrollees.) 

"I think it makes sense before you offer a new pen- 
sion benefit you would understand what the cost 
would be,” says Dubow, appointed by Nutter in 2008. 
“I don't know how they looked at it back then.”He 
says that Nutter hsis hired Boston College to study 
“what impact [DROP] has had on [employee] behav- 

The city made a few other miscalculations when 
it set up DROP. Back in 1999, the city’s actuaries 
projected the pension fund would earn a 9 percent 
return on its investments every year. That turned 
out to be overly optimi stic. Over the next dozen years, 
investment returns have averaged less than 4 per- 
cent a year. 

Kent says that Philadelphia is hardly alone. “If 
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you're looking at averages statistically,” he says, 
“a lot of fluids have an average return that's below 
their assumption." 

City officials also decided in 1999 that half of 
those projected future earnings should go to people 
enrolled in DROP. While employees are enrolled in 
DROP, their future bonuses are collected in a tax- 
deferred city account that pays a guaranteed 4.5 
percent interest — compounded monthly, amounting 
to 4.59 percent per year. So, even when the economy 
tanked and the pension plan lost money in the stock 
market — as it did in four of the last nine years 
— employees in the DROP program still collected 
their 4.5 percent interest every month . 

Based on the rosy assumption of 9 percent returns, 
the city’s consultants projected in 2000 that the 
pension plan's coffers would swell to $8.5 billion 
by 2010. 

They were off by $4.5 billion. 

Similar miscalculations have resulted in legal 
troubles in other parts of the country for Mercer Inc., 
the firm that set up Philadelphia's DROP program. 
Mercer has been the defendant in negligence law- 
suits filed in Milwaukee County, Wis. , and in Georgia 
and Alaska. In Milwaukee, a lawsuit filed against 
Mercer over another expensive DROP program 
resulted in a settlement last year of $45 million. 
The lawyer who negotiated that settlement for 
Milwaukee tells City Paper it appears that Mercer 
made the same mistakes in Pliiladelphia that it did 
in Milwaukee (see sidebar, p. 18). 

■ RECKONING 

The city’s pension fund, like its budget, is in dire 
straits. Last year, Nutter asked the Pennsylvania 
Employee Retirement Commission (PERC) to 
declare the city pension fund “severely distressed,” 
setting the table for a future state takeover. PERC 



complied, but talks in Harrisburg about the state 
taking over the city pension fund “did not go any- 
where long-term,” Dubow says. 

As of 2009, the city owed more than $10 billion in 
pension obligations to more than 65,000 beneficia- 
ries; for comparison, this year’s city budget is $3.7 bil- 
lion. Hie pension fund’s unfunded liabilities equaled 
$4.9 billion in 2009. That’s not only more than the 
entire city budget, but also more than the $4 billion 
that the pension system had loll in assets. 

The city also can’t afford the annual contributions 
required to fund its pension system. As disclosed last 
month in Nutter’s five-year financial plan, the city 
will defer $155 million of its 2010 pension obliga- 
tions, and S80 million in additional obligations in 
2011. The city will begin paying this money back 
into the pension fund in 2014, at an interest rate 
of 8.25 percent. 

Even with those adjustments, taxpayers are pay- 
ing $350 million this year to fund city pensions. 
According to the mayor’s five-year plan, taxpayer 
contributions to the pension fund will rise to $480 
milli on in 2011, $563 milli on in 2012, $687 milli on in 

2013 and $683 milli on in 2014. The city also is divert- 
ing revenues from a “temporary” 1 cent increase in 
the local sales tax approved last year by the state to 
raise an additional $580 million between 2010 and 

20 14 just to pay for the pension costs ofPhiladelphia 
municipal employees. 

And that’s not the extent of the taxpayers' bill. A 
big chunk of the pension fund’s assets came from the 
$1.25 billion bond that the city floated in January 
1999, six months before City Council adopted 
the DROP program. Then-City Treasurer Corey 
Kemp denied any connection between loading up 
the pension fund and the future DROP payments. 
Kemp said the timing was coincidental, and the 
city needed the money to prop up its under-funded 
pension system. 

(In 2005, Kemp was convicted of 27 counts of 
conspiracy, wire fraud, tax fraud and extortion for 
using his public office for personal gain. He did not 
respond to a letter City Paper sent to the federal 
prison in Ashland, Ky., where Kemp is serving a 
10-year sentence, seeking comment.) 

The city took out that $1.25 billion bond — the 
largest municipal bond issue in state history — at 
an interest rate of 6.61 percent. Tile bond boosted the 
city’s pension funding level to 77 percent by 2001. 



But that was before the city began paying out hundreds of millions 
of dollars in lump-sum DROP payments, and before the pension 
fund’s money managers lost more than a billion dollars last year 

Now, the funding level of the pension plan is down to 45 percent, 
and taxpayers are still paying off that bond. Between 1999 and 
2010, the city spent more than $850 million to pay down its debt, 
but there’s still a way to go. In the 2011 budget, the city will put 
$114 million toward that debt. And for the following 18 years, 
taxpayers will pay about $130 million a nnu al l y. By the time 
the 30-year bond is paid off in 2029, taxpayers will have spent 
nearly $3.5 billion. 

■ MATERIAL COSTS 

Tiie legislation that created an experimental DROP program in 
1999 stipulated that “the impact of the plan will not result in more 
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i Charter School, a 6th through 8th grade middle school. Is 
at it's new. state-of-the-art school at 900 W. Jefferson Stre 



Our students soar with an academically rigorous, 
African-centered, standards-dnvon curriculum taught by 
Inspiring teachers. We believe In excellence and 
enrichment, offering computer and science labs, 
library, sports, Spanish classes, an and music 
studios, dassos for spcdal and gifted 
students and after-school 
enrichment activities. 



* RADAR INDICATES BIZARRE ACTIVITY... 

LAT 31* N - LONG 7M.8E” W 

* LOCATIONS IN THE AFFECTED AREA INCLUDE MOREY'S 

MARINER'S LANDING PIER - SCHELLENGER AVENUE 
AND THE BOARDWALK 
PREPAREDNESS ACTIONS REQUIRED • • • 

BE ONE OF THE FIRST TO EMBARK ON A TERRIFYING 
JOURNEY THROUGH OUR NEWEST ATTRACTION - 
SURE TO BE A BOARDWALK CLASSIC. 



MEMBERSHIP 



Always Lower Than Hollywood Tans! 

1 YEAR OF HIGH-QUALITY TANNING 
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202 South 12th Street • Philadelphia, PA 19107 
21 5.735.8786 • soleiltanningservices.com OFFER ENDS 4/30/1 0! 

Gym membership not required - Discounted parking nearby • Adjacent to 12th Street Gym 
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Wakisha Charter School 

Illuminating a Path Towards Excellence 



Wakisha Charter School 

900 W. Jefferson Street . 267-940^ 



12 ,M STREET GYM PROUDLY SPONSORS 

THE REGION'S BIGGEST & BEST 

BODYBUILDING & FIGURE COMPETITION 
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I n recent years, both the city of San 
Diego and the county of Milwaukee 
adopted expensive DROP programs, 
just as Philadelphia did. But in San 
Diego and Milwaukee, publicity over 
big DROP bonuses sparked taxpayer revolts, 
criminal indictments, court battles, recall drives 
and a negligence lawsuit against an actuarial 
consultant — Mercer Inc., the same company that 
set up Philadelphia’s DROP — that resulted in a 
settlement of $45 m i lli on. 

Philadelphia, it seems, could learn a lot from 
those experiences. But, so far, it hasn’t. 

San Diego passed its DROP program in 1997. 
Like in Philadelphia, the San Diego DROP was 
supposed to be cost-neutral. In 2009, the mayor 
and city council rescinded the program for all 
new employees. 

‘It was an interim program that was supposed to 
have a cost-neutrality study before it was approved," 
Jan 1. Goldsmith, the San Diego city attorney, tells 
City Paper. Instead, San Diego officials waived that 
study and made the program permanent without 
knowing the price tag. 

In Philadelphia, DROP was made permanent 
in 2004, even though no in-depth study was ever 

behavior. The program was supposed to be cost- 
neutral, but had already cost taxpayers at least 
$64 million. 

In San Diego, DROP also provoked a legal war 
between the city and its police union that ended 
when a federal appeals court ruled that the city had 
the right to make DROP cost-neutral by reducing 
the salaries of workers enrolled in the program and a 
state superior court judge allowed the city to reduce 



tlie interest rate paid to DROP employees. 

That wasn’t the only fallout. Members of the 
San Diego pension board that approved DROP 
were hit with two waves of indictments: Six board 
members were charged with conflicts of interests 
for approving a program from which they would 
directly benefit. 

In January, an appeals court dropped charges 
against five of six pension board members, ruling 
that they did not have an actual conflict because 
their interests in approving DROP were the same 
as the city workers they represented. But the San 
Diego pension board isn't clear yet. Three pen- 
sion board members still face fraud charges in a 
federal indictment. 

“San Diego has already had our crisis and we're 
dealing with it," Goldsmith says. “I just wish you 
luck, because these pension issues are difficult." 

Goldsmith’s counterpart in Philadelphia, City 
Solicitor Shelley Smith, declined to comment on 
whether actions undertaken by San Diego — or 
Milwaukee County — could be done here. 

In Milwaukee, county officials filed a federal 
negligence lawsuit against Mercer Inc., the con- 
sultant that set up DROP programs both there 
and in Philadelphia, and last year collected a $45 
milli on settlement. In their suit, Milwaukee county 
officials alleged that they had not been properly 
advised about the full cost of lump-sum DROP 
bonuses and related benefits. 

“The county would have pulled the plug,” the 
lawsuit alleged, “if Mercer had warned that the 
costs were too high for the county to pay or that 
it hadn't studied the costs.” 

After a brief review of Philadelphia pension and 
DROP records, James Southwick, the Houston 



attorney who negotiated Milwaukee's $45 mil- 
lion settlement with Mercer, says he recognizes 
a familiar storyline. 

“It looks like here again, as in Milwaukee, Mercer 
blew it in terms of how it [DROP] would affect 
employee behavior,” Southwick says. 

His advice to Philadelphia officials: Call me. “You 

worth it for the city to talk to lawyers and see, Do 
we have a claim here?”’ 

The big question, Southwick says, is, “Were we 
given bad information? Did [DROP! blow up in our 
face because we had been given bad information?” 

Milwaukee County isn't the only government 
with complaints about Mercer, a giant human 
resources company with 4,000 employees and 
150 offices around the world. In December, The 
New York Times reported on what it described as 
"a bombshell of a lawsuit,” in which the Alaska 
Retirement Management Board, a state agency, 
is suing Mercer for allegedly making repeated 
mistakes in setting up the state’s retirement plan 
for its workers, and then attempting to cover up 
those mistakes. 

In response, according to the Times , Mercer con- 
ceded making an error in a calculation that it used to 
determine the cost of numerous employees’ health 
care benefits, and said that its failure to disclose that 
error was “a mistake in judgment .. . not consistent 
with the company’s corporate culture. "The state 
agency, however, says that mistaken calculation 
and tire attempts to cover it up resulted in the state 
agency under-reporting the contributions needed 
to sustain the pension fund by $2.8 billion. So the 
state agency is seeking $2.8 billion in damages in 
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a federal trial scheduled for July in Juneau. If the 
state wins, the Times reported, Mercer could also 
be liable for punitive damages. 

In Philadelphia, city officials actingon Mercer's 
advice were wrong on several projections — on 
how many employees would sign up, on whether 
the program would be cost-neutral, on whether 
it would induce workers to retire later, 

Attorney South wick suggests that Philadelpliia 
consider hiring a new actuary. 

■ SINCE 1995, WITH the exception of two years, 
Philadelphia has primarily relied on the counsel 
of one expert. Kenneth A. Kent set up the Philly 
DROP as a Mercer employee, before he became 
a consulting actuary toCheironof McLean, Va. , 
Philadelphia's current actuarial consulting firm. 
Between 200 1 and 2007, the city paid S2.3 million 
to Mercer Inc., and from 2008 to 2010, another 
$834,086 to Cheiron. 

In an interview, Kent defended his work in Phil- 
adelphia. He says it was up to the pension board to 
anticipate how many employees would retire under 
DROP, although Kent did advise pension board 
members on that subject, and is presently doing a 
study on how DROP affected employee behavior. He 
adds that over the past decade, "If you're looking at 
averages, statistically a lot of funds have an average 
return that’s below their assumption." 

Philadelphia officials have remained loyal to 
Kent, even though Mercer didn’t. 

While at Mercer, Kent became embroiled in 
another ncgUgence lawsuit filed in federal court in 
Atlanta, Ga., by the United Food and Commercial 
Workers Unions and Employers Pension Fund, 
which represented 130,000 grocery store work- 
ers. In the lawsuit, the pension fund charged that 
because of “incorrect information” received from 
Mercer, the fund had “increased benefits when it 
should not have," and that Mercer had “underes- 
timated, omitted or mispriced” future liabilities 
by “tens of millions of dollars.” 

Kent was the lead actuary on the account from 
1999 until Mercer fired him in December 2004 , accor- 
ding to court papers; the documents say the union 
pension fund was “Mr. Kent’s biggest account.” 



"According to Mr. Kent ... the cost of the benefits 
promised to participants exceeded the employer’s 
contributions and the fund’s investment returns 
were i n su ffi cient to make up the shortfall.” 

In a 2004 letter to the pension board trustees, 
Kent wrote that “programming errors in [Mercer’s] 
valuation system” had resulted in a miscalcula- 
tion that "undervalued the fund’s liabilities by 
$54 million." 

Mercer offered to settle for $2.25 million, but was 
turned down by the pension fund.The case went to 
trial in 2008; ultimately, a federal jury found the 
union and Mercer equally liable for negligence, 
and awarded no damages. 

According to court papers filed in that lawsuit, 
“In early 2003, Mercer stripped Mr. Kent of his 



PHILLY RE- 
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promotions and limited his salary increases. Tb 
remain employed, Mercer required Mr. Kent to 
assign another senior consultant to each of his 
clients and fully comply with Mercer's quality 
control procedures. Mercer fired Kent due to his 
failure to adequately satisfy these conditions. 
Termed a ’downsizing 1 to clients, this moniker 
was merely Mercer’s 'party line."’ 

In an interview, Kent says he has dedicated his 
career to “maintaining the highest professional 
standards of practice and integrity.” He says the 
allegations in court papers were “full of inaccura- 
cies," that he lost his job as part of a downsizing at 
Mercer, and that he was never fired. He says he 
was never stripped of supervisory responsibilities 
and that he continued to receive raises. He adds 
that the client was so upset about Kent’s departure 
that they promptly fired Mercer. 

The city continues to defend Kent. ’We are actu- 



ally very comfortable with the work he’s done for 
us,” says Rob Dubow, city finance director and 
chairman of the city pension board. 

■ IN MILWAUKEE, ANGRY citizens staged massive 
petition drives that gathered more than 70,000 
signatures. They forced the resignation of County 
Executive F. Thomas Ament, who was scheduled 
to retire in 2008 with a $2 million cash bonus, but 
resigned under fire in 2002 without any DROP 
money. Citizens also voted to recall seven mem- 
bers of the county board of supervisors who had 
voted for DROP. 

In 2004, tlie county’s human resources director 

— the creator of Milwaukee’s DROP program 

— was indicted and pleaded no contest to one 

tional misdemeanors related to his role in the 
pension deal, according to the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel . He was fined §11,000 and sentenced to 
30 days in jail. 

In contrast, here in “corrupt and contented” 
Philadelphia, as muckraking journalist Lincoln 
Steffens famously described the city in 1904, there 
has been no citizen uprisings over DROP. Rather 
than reform the program or investigate the cir- 
cumstances under which it was made permanent, 
elected officials, such as former Mayor John Street 
— who told City Paper in 2003, “We will ultimately 
end llic DROP program" — have joined the parade 
down to the municipal feeding trough. 

Street retired in 2008 and collected his DROP 
bonus of $456,963. 

Three members of the city pension board that 
voted to make DROP permanent in 2004 have 
also retired and collected DROP benefits. Two 
former pension board members — city Personnel 
Director Lynda Orfanelli, who retired in 2006 and 
collected $367,041; and Charles Johnson, a union 
representative on thepension board, who retired in 
2001 and collected $52,222, three years before he 
voted as a pension board member to keep DROP. 
Carol G. Stukes of District Council 47 retired in 
2009 as a police officer under DROP and collected 
a $230,208 bonus. Stukes still serves on the pen- 
sion board as a union rep. She did not return a call 
from City Paper seeking comment, 

— Ralph Cipriano 
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than an immaterial increase" to the city's annual 
cost of funding pensions, and if it did, the program 
was supposed to be scrapped. 

It did. And it wasn’t. 

In 2004, the Board of Pensions and Retirement 
voted 5-3 to make DROP permanent, even though 
the city’s actuary had determined that the first four 
years of the program had added $64 million to the 
pension Hind’s debts (the city finance director put 
DROP’S bill even higher, at $113 million). 

The pension board is composed of four appointed 
city officials, four union representatives and the 
city controller, an elected official who often acts as 
a tiebreaker. 

In 2004, a representative of then-City Controller 
Jonathan Saidel sided with four union representa- 
tives in the vote that made DROP permanent. Saidel 
told City Paper in 2004 that he figured the $64 million 
was an "immaterial increase" because it amounted to 
less than 1 percent of what the city owed at the time 
in future pension obligations, $6.7 billion. 

Since then, the city’s actuaries have refused to 
reconsider the issue. “It was the board’s determi- 
nation ... that the DROP costs represented an 
immaterial increase in the City’s normal cost of 
annually funding the Retirement System and the 
program was continued," declared actuaries Kent 
and Christian Benjaminson of Cheiron, a financial 
services firm based in McLean, Va. , in their most 
recent DROP “program study," in April 2008. “Our 
report does not revisit the financial implications 
or the basis of the Board’s decision," they wrote, 
in bold print. 

“There was no requirement after that point in 
time to conduct a similar analysis,” Kent explains 
in an interview. 



In that same 2008 report, the actuaries made the 
confusing claim that the DROP program had either 
saved the city as much as $62 million, or cost it as 
much as $203.4 million. “Our expectation is if there 
were no DROP, the system’s experience would be 
somewhere between those two values,” they wrote. 

Kent says the actuaries presented a wide cost range 
in their report because they did not know for sure 
how DROP was affecting employee behavior. There 
was a Targe rush" at the beginning of the program, 
Kent says, but lately, “it’s dropped off a bit” and the 
employees enrolled in the program “are definitely 
not staying the hill four years, on average." 

Dubow defends Kent's work for the city that start- 
ed while he was employed by Mercer and continued 
after he joined Cheiron, 

“We are actually very comfortable with the work 
he’s done for us,” Dubow says. 

But Boyle, the actuary who analyzed DROP for 
this newspaper, calls Kent’s estimates “voodoo eco- 
nomics, because it’s completely unclear in their 
reports how the city’s taxpayers will ever benefit 
from DROP." 

At City Paper's request, Boyle charted the annual 
cost of the DROP payouts. According to his calcula- 
tions, at the height of the DROP exodus, the program 
created an average annual liability of $1 billion a 
year between 2002 and 2006, before declining to 
$825 million in 2007 and $652 million in 2008. 

Moreover, Boyle says the city could have saved 
about $240 million over the last decade just by cut- 
ting the fat out of DROP and the pension system's 
bloated administrative costs. Between 2000 and 
2008, the city spent more than $60 million to pay 
that guaranteed 4.5 percent interest rate to every 
employee enrolled in DROP. Had the city cut that 
rate to a more reasonable number — say, 1.5 per- 
cent, more than you’d get in a money market today 
— taxpayers would have saved $40 million, Boyle 
says. (Kent points out that that 4.5 percent interest 
rate is set by city law, and can only be changed by 
City Council.) 

Additionally, between 1998 and 2008, the city spent 
$72 million on in-house administrators to oversee its 
pension plan . Had tire city brought administrative 
costs in line with industry standards, Boyle says, it 
could have saved as much as $48 million. 

Over the last dozen years, the city has spent more 
than $200 million on outside investment managers 



and consultants. Last year, when the city’s pension fund recorded 
a loss of $1.2 billion in the stock market, the city spent $28 million 
on 150 money managers, according to city officials. 

According to Christopher McDonough, the city’s chief invest- 
ment officer, “It’s not uncommon” for cities to use multiple invest- 
ment managers. 

Boyle, however, says the city is wasting money on all those 
money managers, and could have saved $150 million over the 
last dozen years by investing in standard indexes, such as the 
S&P 500 or the Barclay’s Aggregate Bond Fund. While the city’s 
pension fund managers and consultants averaged an annual 
return on investments of3.91 percent over that dozen-year period, 
Boyle’s figures show that a conventional 60-40 investment split 
of stocks and bonds would have performed slightly better, with 
an annual return of 4.12 percent. 

McDonough says that a more passive investment strategy “is 
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something we have looked at and continue to look 
at.” He says one problem with passive strategies is 
that they require a static cash flow, while the city’s 
revenue situation is constantly changing. 

Dubow adds that “a full passive approach” to 

“would have cost us returns.” 

based on a 12-year review, the city did its own study 
based ona 10-year review. The dty’sstudy shows their 
money managers averaged an annual 3.73 percent 
return, compared to a 60-40 investment split that it 
calculated at just 1.96 percent in annual returns. 

■ THE DOUBLE DIP 

If Council President Anna Verna does decide to 
retire for a day, she'll be following in a colleague's 
footsteps. Councilwoman Joan Krajewski retired 
for a day in 2008, collected a $274,587 DROP bonus, 
and went back to work the next day. The watch- 
dog group Committee of Seventy challenged her 
actions. But last year, City Solicitor Shelley Smith 
issued a legal opinion that defended Krajewski. 
DROP doesn’t discriminate against elected offi- 
cials, Smith opined. 

The decision to enter DROP, however, was supposed 
to be “irrevocable." The first question in the DROP 
brochure the city still distributes to employees asks, 
“What if I elect to participate in DROP, and then 
decide I don't want to retire after four years?” 

The answer: “Your election to participate in DROP 
is irrevocable. Once you officially enroll in DROP, you 
must retire within four years of your enrollment date” 

But not everybody has to play by those rules. Kra- 
jewski is one of 40 high-profile officials in the past 



1 1 years that the city has allowed to retire for a day, been portrayed, to give me a satchel of money and Tm going to walk 

collect their DROP bonuses, and go back to work. out of City Hall. That's my money and I’ve worked hard for it.” 

Mayor John Street granted the first two exceptions In other words, she's entitled. But is that money in DROP really 



sioner and deputy police commissioner, Sylvester 
Johnson and Robert J. Mitchell. Street said the two 
cops were too valuable to let them retire. But they 
got to keep their retirement bonuses. 

The city then began exempting employees on a 
case-by-case basis. Former City Solicitor Romulo L. 
Diaz opened the door for elected officials by allow- 
ing Krajewski and City Commissioner Marge 
Tartaglione to run for re-election in 2007, even 
though both were enrolled in DROP. (Last month, 
City Council voted unanimously to eliminate 
elected officials from enrolling in DROP, closing 
that loophole for all future elected officials — but 
not for current officials. This is, however, political 
theater: State lawmakers have already passed a 
law to reform Philadelphia's DROP program by 
eliminating elected officials from it.) 

Besides Verna, five other City Council members 
are presently enrolled in DROP and are sched- 
uled to retire in 2011 or 2012: Councilman Marian 
Tasco, slated to collect $478,057; Councilman 
Frank DiCicco, $424,646; Councilman Jack Kelly, 
$299,163; Councilwoman Donna Miller. $195,782; 
and Councilman Frank Rizzo, $194,517. 

Verna entered DROP on Jan, 14, 2008, signing a 
contract that required her to retire over the next 
48 months. Sho had 56 years in the city’s employ, 
including eight terms on City Council. Because of 
her many years of service, Verna qualified for a pen- 
sion equal to 100 percent of her salary, or $133,701. 
(This year, Verna’s salary was raised to $148,090, but 
her annual pension will stay at $133,701. Employees 
in DROP don’t get credit toward their pensions 
for additional years on the job, or any raises after 
their enrollment.) 

Verna hasn't made up her mind yet whether she’s 
going to run again, because she’s working day and 
night on the dty’s budget crisis, says Tbny Radwanski, 
City Council's communications director. 

Vema declined to discuss her DROP bonus with 
City Paper. 

Vema has previously defended her cash bonus of 
$584,777.Tve been working for the city for years andl 
have put money into the pension program, "Vema told 
Philadelphia Weekly last year. “The DROP money is, 
in essence, my money. I'm not asking the city, as has 



Hardly. A closer look at how DROP operates reveals why the 
program is so draining on the pension fund. 

The problem is that the pension plan remains so under-funded. 
City employees make relatively minimal contributions to the fund 
that pays for their pensions — between 1.8 percent and 7.5 percent 
of their salaries. The city then contributes about 33 percent of 
the employees' salaries to the pension fund. But when employees 
enroll in DROP, the city treats them as if they just retired, and 
begins paying into a tax-deferred account an amount equal to 100 
percent of each employee’s annual pension, plus the guaranteed 
4.5 percent interest rate (compounded monthly). 

So, every time an employee enrolls in DROP, the pension fund 
takes a bigger hit. 

In Verna's case, if DROP did not exist and she retired on Jan. 
14, 2012, dining her final four years on the job she would have 
earned a total of $575,73 1 in salary. But she also would have had to 
contribute 7.5 percent of her salary to the pension fund — $10,794 
a year or $43,179 over four years. During that same four-year 
period, the city would have made contributions to the pension 
fund on Verna’s behalf equal to 3 1 . 7 percent of her annual salary, 
according to city pension officials, $42,249 a year or $168,996 over 
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four years. Without DROP, Verna’s salary and pen- 
sion benefits over four years — minus the amount 
she would have contributed to the pension fund 
— adds up to $701,548. 

With DROP, Verna continues to draw the same sal- 
ary — $575,731. But there's another benefit to being 
enrolled in DROP — she no longer has to contribute 
to the city pension fund. For Verna, that amounts to 
a 7.5 percent raise of $10,794 a year or $43,179 over 
four years. Meanwhile, the city continues to pump 
100 percent of her annual pension — plus the guar- 
anteed 4.5 percent interest rate — into a tax-deferred 
account, about S146.194 per year or $584,777 over 
four years. That means that over the four years she’s 
in DROP, between her salary, her DROP cash bonus 
and the money she no longer has to contribute to the 
city’s pension fund, Verna 's double-dip will cost the 
city $1,203,687. 

That’s an extra $502,139, for just one of 8,745 
past and present DROP enrollees. 

And how much of that was her money? During 
Vema’s first 56 years as a city worker, her contribu- 
tions to the pension fund amounted to slightly less than 
$150,000 — about 25 percent of her DROP bonus. 

In response, finance director Dubow says that the 
money “being deposited into that DROP account 
is the pension payment [employees] have earned 
under the city's pension system." 

■ HIDDEN COSTS 

There are other hidden costs to DROP and the city’s 
pension plan. Under Social Security or most private 
pension plans, if you retire up to throe years before you 
turn 65, your pension is reduced by 20 percent. But in 
Philadelphia, there’s no penalty for retiring early. 

And, in contrast to Verna, that's what most DROP 
enrollees are doing. 

The most recent statistics available show that the 



city’s non-uniformed employees are retiring at an 
average of 57 years of age, while cops and firefighters 
are retiring at an average age of 52.8. That’s another 
problem for taxpayers, because DROP retirees are 
going out the door long before Medicare kicks in at 
age 65, and every retiring Philadelphia employee 
gets a minimum of five years of health insurance. 

A 2008 study by the Pew Charitable Trusts fo und 
that of the 10 major cities it surveyed, Philadelphia 
paid the most in health care costs per retiree — 
$9,150 in 2006, nearly twice the median cost in 
that survey, $5,792. 

That same study reported that Philadelphia's 
non-uniformed employees make relatively small 
contributions to the pension fund: only 1.85 percent 
of their annual salaries, compared to 7.5 percent in 
Boston, 8.5 percent in Chicago and 9 percent in San 
Francisco. (The 5 percent that uniformed employees 
and 7.5 percent that elected officials pay is also less 
than their peers in other major cities. ) 

Dubow points out that the city recently got the 
police union to increase officers’ annual pension 
contributions by 1 percent. He says the city is seeking 
similar concessions in ongoing contract talks with 
three other city unions. 

But that doesn't satisfy critics like Boyle, the 
actuary. He says the pension board is abdicating 
its primary responsibility — protecting the pensions 
of the fund's 65,662 beneficiaries — in favor of an 
“investment scheme” that benefits the 8,745 past 
and present DROP enrollees. By continuing to pay 
DROP cash bonuses with money it simply doesn't 
have, Boyle says, the city jeopardizes the health of 
its entire pension plan. 

Dubow says the "investment scheme" label is "not 
fair.” 'The DROP is about timing on when people 
start getting their retirement benefits," he writes 
in an e-mail. “How does that make it an investment 
scheme?" 

Boyle says he's worried about beneficiaries like 
his mother, an 8 1-year-old widow who lives off the 
$ 18,000 annual city pension left behind by Boyle's 
father, a civil engineer. 

DROP enrollees are also a burden on the pen- 
sion system because they’re taking home more 
than their share of benefits. Only 13 percent of the 
pension’s beneficiaries are enrolled in DROP, but 
these employees are departing City Hall with 25 
percent of the pension fund's assets. 



Dubow says that’s an "apples to oranges” comparison. The 
appropriate comparison would be pension payments to DROP 
participants to all participants over the same period." 

Those figures, however, are not available in any of the city’s 
actuarial reports, Boyle says. 

Besides Council President Vema’s top-rated haul, other bigDROP 
bonuses are scheduled to go to Carl Ciglar, deputy executive director 
of the Philadelphia Parking Authority, who will collect $524,529; 
ChiefPolicc Inspector Richard Bullick, $514,719; and Chief Police 
Inspector Joseph O’Connor, $507,520. (All are scheduled to retire 
in 2013, and all declined to comment for this story.) 

But you don't have to be at the top of the city pay scale to reap a 
windfall under DROP. Take Margaret Taylor, a city crossing guard 
who earns $5 1 .48 a day. When she’s scheduled to retire on Jan. 24, 
2014, Taylor will receive a DROP cash bonus of $58,257. 

Because the city counts overtime in determining DROP pay- 
ments, Charles Robinson, a semi-skilled Streets Department 
laborer who draws a salary of $34,867 but who racks up an average 
of $22,981 in overtime, will leave his job in 2011 with a check for 
$172,373. Ernest Valentin, a $43,467-a-year heavy-equipment 
operator who earns an average of $23,032 in overtime, will retire in 
2012 and collect $208,378. And Nordine Harris, a $40,816-a-year 
correctional officer who earns an average of $60,794 in overtime, 
will retire in 2011 and get a DROP bonus of $330,813. 

If DROP is, as Boyle says, a runaway freight train, where’s 
it headed? "We’re going toward bankruptcy,” Boyle says. “And 
a state takeover." 

(editorial@citypaper. net) 
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ANNA VERNA'S BENEFITS 2008 - 2012 



with DROP without DROP 
$575,731 $575,731 



B. VERNA'S CONTRIBUTION $0 $43,179 

TO PENSION 

c. city's contribution $584,777 $168,996 

TO PENSION 



totals- = $1,203,687 $701,548 
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WOMEN'S WORK I Through May 1, Sande Webster 
Gallery, 2006 Walnut St, 2 1 5-636-9003, sandeweb- 
slergallery.com 

> the title OF the show at Sande Webster Is 
whatinitianycaughtmyinterest What does "Vtomen's 
Work” as an exhibition topic mean, exactly? 

It turns out the show is not concept-driven. Itwas 
organized by Philadelphia artist John McDaniel, 
who works curatorially forWebster. and by gallery 
director Gregg Krantz with some input from asso- 
ciate director Philippe Jean, who joked that he'd 
contributed about 2 percent to the planning of the 
show. The installation in Webster’s main gallery 
presentsalot of high-quality artbyl 1 mostlymid- 
career or senior women, but there's no percept) ble 
message. The title isa straightforward descri ption 
ofwhatSIntheshow. 

There may not be a group theme, but each artist 
hasan impressive individual presence. Work by 
women andmen Isthe sub|ect of Malta Sanchez's 
prints (pictured). Shown with theoriginalson afac- 
ing wall, they recall the greatgenerationof Mexican 
mural ists like Jose Clemente Orozco and Di ego 
Rivera. Sanchez's Workersonthe Trackis an almost 
nostalgic inwcalionof apastcentury'sonce power- 
ful but now defanged revolutionary politics. I n the 

workers, “They are and always wil I be the salt of 
the earth." 

As she studied Alice Oh’s three small abstract 
Phases of Conception, one gallery visitor remarked, 
"This is what a vagina should look like." The pale, 
soft geometry of the mandala-llke compositions 
(picturedp.28) suggest vaginasln the mostoblique 
way possible. They could be telling us that hard- 
edged theoretical science ends where fragile bio- 
logical pnxessesbegin. Barbara Bullock'ssophis- 
ticated assemblages, tiny in comparison with her 
public art smoothly present stark sil houettes that 
enclose dark interior collage elements. Hinting at 




[ Indie rock ] 

SMILE, YOU’RE DOOMED 

Did Quasi just put out the feel-good record of 
the year? (No.) By Patrick Rapa 

I t’s not that American Gong (Kill Rock Stars) is a happy record. 
Like every album in Rutland band Quasi 's 17 -year history, it's 
full of privilege-baiting rock songs, odes to the disappointed and 
anthems of worker-bee drudgery. But there are a couple moments 
of pure, wild resilience. Like “Everything & NothingAt All," which 
repeats “Don't let them get you down" and culminates with “I just 

Sitting in a shady parking lot after a sunny SXSW show last 
month, frontman Sam Coomes isn't sure what to make of this idea 
that he’s trending "happier." Quasi albums, musically and lyri- 
cally, never spring from concepts or prevailing moods. 

“We don’t have a plan. We don’t have a concept. We don’t sit down 
and say we wanna do this, we wanna make this kind of record and 
write these kinds of songs. We j ust live our lives, write about it, 
work out the songs, and go outand play them. 

"There's more happiness in my life so it seems natural there should 
be more happiness in my music," he concedes politely. “Just being 
older has a lot to do with it.The other thingis I've got a family now. 
IVe got a 7-year-old daughter, and that just takes you out of your own 
mind. I think a lot of the unhappiness you have when you’re younger 
is because youVe just locked in your own mind. Once you have a kid, 
you can't be that way. . . . All your little hang-ups, and your little neu- 



rotic things, seem very self-centered relative to the wider world ." 

Coomes and drummer Janet Weiss (you might also know her 
from The J icks and Sleater-Kinney ) have recently expanded their 
little duo to include a bassist, Joanna Bolme (also a Jickl.Tliis gets 
Coomes out from behind the keyboards more often. 

"The piano has been reduced to a minority of the songs in the set, 
and that's mostly because the guitur's more fun,” he says. “Now with 
the bass holding down the low end, I can just go off and do my tiling." 

Which on this day entailed him standing on his amps and 
monitors and just wailing on the guitar. With the sun shining 
and a gentle breeze blowing, he 
pretty much smiled the entire 
show. (There wasn't a keyboard in 
sight, but you can chalk that up to 
SXSWs hectic pace.) 

The 12-year-old “You Fucked 
Yourself sounded fresh and 
sprightly on guitar. “The chords 
worked out easy, I didn’t have to do any finger stretching," says 
Coomes. The old favorite fit nicely in a set that included a Who cover 
and a bunch of new ones — especially “Little White Horse” and “Bye 
Bye Blackbird” — that stick to the classic Quasi formula: high ener- 
gy, inventive arrangements and witty lyrics of doom and despair. 

“We are doomed. We're all gonna die," shrugs Coomes. “And, I 
don't know what kind of doom that is — I don't think that's exactly 
doom, but there’s no way out. So. That’s the reality.” 

<patf8citypaper.net) 

+Quasi plays Fri., April 23. 9p.m., $12. with Let's Wrestle. Johnny Brenda's, 
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[ off the wall with joyous exuberance ] 



[ kaleidoscope ) 



> tv show 



► album 

Scraggle-voiced fmgerpicker Kristian 
Matsson’s splendid sophomore outing The 
Wild Hunt (Dead Oceans), under his play- 
fully outsized monikerThe Tallest Man 
on Earth, won’t do much to dispel the 
early -Dylan comparisons that dogged his 
debut (not that he’s trying; hell, he even 
shouts out “Boots of Spanish Leather” on the galumphing frolic 
“King of Spain"). But a closer listen to its 10 exquisitely crafted 
tough ’n’ tender tunes finds the wild -eyed, nature-loving Swede 
carving out plenty of space for himself as a striking, vital new voice 
in the well-worn roots-folk tradition, (Sadly, Thursday’s TMoE show 
at World Cafe Live is sold out.) — K. Ross Hoffman 




► hip-hop 

Even though he had his own successful solo moments (who could 
forgetthat damn whistle song'?), I still think ofHarlem rapper 
Juelz Santana as Cam Yon's sidekick. After all, it was on his fel- 
low Diplomat’s 2002 hit “Oh Boy” that his voice became known. 
Keeping himselfbusy, Santana recently released a single featuring 
Chris Brown, guest raps on a new track by Lloyd Banks, and should 
release his third solo album later in the year. — Deesha Dyer 



Forget that its on Starz and watch Party Down It’s an original 
show from Paul Rudd and Veronica Mars creator Rob Thomas 
(among others) about the staff at an L.A. catering business who think 
they’re about to make it but probably never will. The cast is led by a 
nuancedAdam ScottlStep Brothers) as a former commercial star who 
can’t escape the catchphrase he made famous. Jane Lynch may have 
left for Glee in the middle of last season, but she's been replaced with 
the almost-as-good Megan Mullally, as a stage mom with a daughter 
named Escapade. Catch up; the second season starts Friday 



► theater 

“This is not a play for the 12-year-old 
Justin Tim berlake fans out there, "warns 
FlashpointTheatre Co. producing artistic 
director Michael Osinski aboutSheila 
Callaghan's Crumble (Lay Me Down 
Justin Timberlake), through May 8 at 
the Adrienne (flashpointtheatre.org). He 
won’t reveal why or how much JT appears in the dark comedy, but 
hints that the pop-star character“knows a lot more about improvised 
explosive devices than you’d think." Note to mature audiences. Star 
Wars fans and Calista Flockhart: Harris® 




fliCkpiCk [ movie review J 




STATION-TO-STATION: Emile Dequenne plays a 
spurned woman who claims to be the victim of 
a hate crime In Andrg Techine 's latest 



THE GIRL ONTHETRAIN 



[ B ] DRAWN FROM A sensational real-life incident, Andre Techine’s The Girl on 
the Train falls deliberately, if not always gracefully, between two stools. The movie 
begins in solid Techind territory, with the blossoming of a mildly inexplicable and 
evidently doomed romance between Jeanne ( fimilie Dequenne), whose lack of direc- 
tion is embodied in her constant Rollerblading, and Franck (Nicholas Duvauchelle), 
a headstrong thug whose aggression she takes for charm. Over the disapproval of 
her mother (Catherine Deneuve), who runs a day care out of their modest house, 
the two shack up following a steamy webcam flirtation, then crash and bum as only 
young lovers can. What happens next comes as an abrupt shock, although it likely 
wasn’t so for French viewers, who would be intimately familiar with the movie's 



“I wanted to 
be loved.” 



a kind of 



antecedent, the 2004 episode in which a 23-year- 
old woman falsely claimed to have been the victim 
of an anti-Semitic attack by a gang of non-white 
youths. Neither Jeanne nor die real-life fabrica- 
tor are Jewish, but that didn’t stop public officials 
from the president on down rushing to their side. The potential fc 
hate-crime Ace in the Hole, is ripe, which may be why the elliptical Techine skips 
it altogether, focusing exclusively on the personal ramifications, both for Jeanne 
and forthe Jewish son (Jeremy Quaegebeur) of Deneuve’s old flame, whose bar 
mitzvah is fast approaching. Tdchind’s choice of zag over zig certainly succeeds in 
upending the audience's expectations, although it’s not clear to what end. Jeanne's 
rationale — “I wanted to be loved" — hardly seems sufficient, although that may be 
the point. Dequenne, best known for die Dardennes’ Rosella , is sublimely opaque, 
her emotions foreign toherand us but lingering just beyond the threshold of vision. 
Notwithstandinghis67 years, Techine has an unerring instinct forthe inarticulate 
passions of youth, and the unforeseen directions to which they lead. — Sam Adams 
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Rodney Anonymous vs. the world 



MEDIEVAL 

FRANCE! 

“I’ma gel medieval on your ass. " 

— Marsellus Wallace 

> DON’T you JUST hate it whenyoubreak out 
your favorite poison pen and prepare to go all Kitty 
Kelley on some poor schiep’sartistic efforts only to 
discover that you actually enjoy the thing? 

Producer Robert Sadin's Art ot Love: Music ol 
Machaut has all the ingredients of a musical 
disasteron par with Justin Bieber Sings theSongs 
ol Besse Smith: Medieval melodies, jazz and a 
guest appearance by aural klss-of -death Natalie 
Merchant. The only thing the CO cover is missing is 
alarge red warning, reading "Caution: May Cause 
Rectal Bleeding." 

The good news is that ArtofLoveturrs out to be 
a collection of truly inspired reworkings (perhaps 
"rebuildings" would be a better word, as the tunes 
are completely restructured from the ground up 
with sparse piano and Afro- Brazilian percussion) 
of the songs of Guillaume de Machaut 

“What?"yousay,“Not TREGullaumede Machaut 
the brilliant 14th-century French poet and com- 
poser? The same Guillaume de Machaut wh o wrote 
the 'Messe de Nostre Dame'? The Guillaume de 
Machaut who played the role of Benson, on the TV 




14th-century genius, Robert Sadin deserves our 
respect. Anyone can cover a song, but it takes a 
true visionary to bring a song backtolife. 



(r_anonymous@citypaper.net) 
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j THE PIECES 

| Keith DeStefano's crazy Puzzlebox comes 
a together. By A.D. Amorosi 

1 Ilf hen the conversation turns to Puzzlebox’s epic “6:25 PM" 

| If if on the new A Place to Be CD, pianist Ana m Owili-Eger 

| W W says something puzzling: 

Jj “It’s a Keith DeStefano primer in that it contains bits of the dif- 

~ ferent types of tensions and consonances in his crazy head," he 

2 says.“Ithas strange melodies and others conventionally melodic, 

S traditional rhythms as well as polyrhythms, and nodes of tension 
~ as well as other sorts of release." 

n Is this merely complicated jazz theory-speak, oris he saying his 

bandleader has is a little bit mad? Certainly, Philly bassist/com- 
poser DeStefano has walked a unique path. He’s performed with 
area greats like Ode an Fbpe andTyrone Brown. He hosted Matt 
Davis and Dan Paterson in the original version ofThe Puzzlebox 
Experiment 12005 s Just When I Thought) and acted as one-third 
of the electronic groove outfit Yellowbrain. Darkness? Complexity? 
He’s been there. 

“I always loved the way Mingusjuxta posed dramatically contrast- 
ing moods, and played around with extended forms," says DeStefano. 
During A Place to Be ' s centerpiece, “Half Remembered Theme from a 
Film Noir,” where he’s usingelements of third -stream jazz, ifshard 
not to recall Gil Evans and Philly sax god Bobby Zankel, as well. 

"The harmonic structures in this CD are definitely denser than the 
first," he says. “There are a lot more darker moments.” 

It took awhile for DeStefano — awarded an American Composers 
Forum Subito grant for Just When I Thought — to follow up 




Puzzlebox’s debut. “I wrote a whole lot of music and knew I wanted 
a bigger band, so I’ve expanded to an octet," says DeStefano, who 
got opened up to the textural possibilities of more instruments 
during his time with Pope. There he learned to combine arranged 
music with free jazz — see “Hair of the Dog” and “Onomatopoeia" 
on the new CD. 

“You have to be extremely stubborn to maintain your vision over 
that long a period; you really need to have to have an irrational 
belief in yourself and what you’re doing Sometimes it’s more psy- 
chotic than quixotic." 

An integral part of DeStefano’s psychosis and how it manifested 
itself on A Place to Be is his friendship with the Herbie Hancock- 
like Owili-Eger. If the first CD was casual, spontaneous and based 
upon compositions he had sitting around, DeStefano's new one is 
more challengingly self-referential, and therefore more difficult to 
find collaborators for. “Anam’s a good friend, and my job is to make 
him as musically uncomfortable as possible, because that's when 
he plays best,” teases DeStefano. “There’s a 4-over-7 section in 



‘6:25 PM’ that'd scare the shit out of a lot of 
musicians, but he kills it. Amazing. I take 
it for granted that he's going to kill every- 
thing he plays." 

“I didn't really like him when I first met 
him, "jokes Owili-Eger. “As I got to know 
him as a musician, I realized how similar 
we were as people. If nothing else, we both 
like Jameson whiskey and hoppy beer.” 

Both men speak of Puzzlebox as an evo- 
lutionary process. It used to be like other 
jazz bands, in that everyone plays the 
head, a few people solo over the form, then 
the band plays the head out and the tune is 
done. In its latest form, the one we hear on 
A Place to Be, the music is more cinematic 
and orchestral. 

“Even though the songs are tightly 
arranged, there ’re many sections where we 
have a lot of freedom to create and really 
push the songs into new theatrical places," 
says Owili-Eger. ‘He must have real trust 
in us to let us do that to his songs." 

Either - that or Keith DeStefano is mad. 

(a_amorosi@citypaper.net) 
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The Acling Company 
tV The Gull trie Theater 
Romeo and Juliet 

APR 20 - 24 

Don! miss iwo Tony® award- wining 
companies In the classic tone the Nen 
York TSiwsraves wi “steal you heart." 

TICKETS START AT ONLY S20! 



STREET BEAT 

THUR APR 29 7:30PM 
It's STOMP meeTs Blue Man Group when this L.A. 
based ensemble of drummers, musicians and dancers 
combines urban rhythms, hp-hoa moves and break-dance 
acrobatics mto an explosive high energy performance! 

TICKETS START AT ONLY S10! 
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LIVE JAZZ IN THE SCULPTURE COURT 

Friday, DeSalvo Trio - Saturday, JD Jazz Band - Sunday, Special Guests: MINAS! 

SHOW HOURS: FRIDAY 11AM - 7PM; SATURDAY 10AM - 6PM; SUNDAY 11AM - 5PM 
$12 ADULTS, $10 SENIORS, $8 STUDENTS, 12 AND UNDER FREE. THREE-DAY PASS $15 



“Prepare to be entranced and awed!” -Philadelphia cit,ra P e, 

JEWELRY • HANDMADE FURNITURE • CERAMICS • WEARABLE ART • PAINTINGS • GLASS • PHOTOGRAPHY 
LARGE-SCALE SCULPTURE • QUILTS • WOODWORKING • GARDEN FURNISHINGS 



GET YOUR DISCOUNT ADMISSION COUPON AT 

www.paradisecityarts.com 



“The Jewel of Craft Shows’L 
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CP theater reviews 



I ►LETS PLAY TWO 

Philadelphia Shakespeare Theatre’s spring repertory is an 
inspired pairing of femiliarclassics: Macbeth and A Midsummer 
■g Night's Dream, both staged by artistic director Carmen Khan, 
g Both play to the scripts' strengths, flowing briskly on Adam 
Jj Riggar’s elegant thrust stage, but considerably streamlined in 
Z Khan's careful pruning. Ayoung acting company does double duty, 
£ led by Christie Parker and Ron Heneghan as the royal couples, 
g Midsummer is, as expected, the crowd-pleaser, with witty per- 

S formances by John Zak as Bottom and John Greenbaum, Michael 
* Cosenza, Ethan Lip kin. Johnny Smith and Jarrod Yuskauskas as 
his lovable bu mpkin pals producing a play for Duke Theseus and 
Hippolyta’s nuptials. The four lovere — Chris Braak, Kathryn 
Raines, John Jarboe and Kate Russell — frolic earnestly, con- 
founded by Mary Tuomanen’s lecherous clown-fairy. Puck. 

Macbeth shows Khan’s willingness to experiment, focusing on 
Macbeth and his wife in a 90-minute paring driven by Melissa 
Dunphy's beautifully haunting music. 

In both plays, Parke r con vin dngly commands the stage. Her 
Lady Macbeth pushes herambitious husband into madness, and 
her fairy queen Titan ia proves graceful and sensuous — but her 
best moments come silently as Hippolyta, who in Midsummer lis- 
tens in dismay to her fiance, Theseus, condemn young Hcrmia to 
death or a nunnery because she won’t many her- father’s choice. 

Both productions are beautifully designed, anchored by Riggar’s 
wooden floor (though too light for Macbeth’s gloom ), skillfully lit by 
Jerold R. Forsyth. Vidde Esposito creates sleek military costumes 




for Macbeth and a Midsum met color palette that begins in silvers 
and grays, then explodes with color as magical forces grow daring. 

Conceived as an inviting introduction to Shakespeare for the wary, 
PSTs repertory offers fresh but clear interpretations in lengths 
calculated formodem tastes. Purists will miss favorite lines and 
scenes, especially in Macbeth , but novices will leave invigorated. 
Through May 9, $35, Philadelphia ShakespeareTheatre,2111 
Sansom St., 215-496-9722, phillyshahespeare.org —Mark Cotta 

► BUM’S RUSH 

In When We Go Upon the Sea, playwright Lee Blessing imag- 
ines George W. Bush sequestered in a hotel room in the Hague, 
about to be tried for war crimes. I dare say that’s recommendation 
enough for many people, who will look forward to seeing tire stage 
bestow on GWB a punishment he 
seems likely to avoid in earthly reality. 
Lest you fear that Blessing might offer 



you that this is absolutely the mythic 
Bush -We-Love- to -Hate: 50 percent 
entitled, glad-handing, frat-boy emeri- 
tus; 50 percent xenophobic zealot; 100 percent dimwit. ( It’s clearly 
the Bush the opening-night audience wanted — they chuckled 
knowingly at his every inanity and malapropism.) 

Don't get me wrong — I also hate the guy, who seems to me a liv- 
ing incarnation of the banality of evil. The trouble is that banality 
just isn't very entertaining. Frost / Nixon works because Tricky Dick 
— swarthy, Mephistophelean, maddeningly smart and unpredict- 
able — is a worthy villain. But a play about Bush version 2.0? It’s 
like being locked in a room with some bore from the Rotary Club. 

You can tell that Blessing sees the problem, too. So in addition to 
Bush, he’s populated his play with a mysterious couple. Piet is a creep- 
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ily competent Dutch butler, Anna-Lisa is a 
te mptress. They’re here to cater to GWB’s 
every whim, and maybe also give Blessing 
an opportunity to write dialogue for people 
of normal intelligence. Piet offers up some 
metaphoric badinage about oceans and ships 
and great Dutch painting. But mostly the 
paii- seem to have wandered in from another 
show entirely ( Damn Yankees, maybe). 

I do give credit to Blessing for attempting 
to make something more than sketch com- 
edy out of all this. When We Go is elegantly 
directed by Paul Meshejian in this InterAct 
Theatre production, and well-acted by Kim 
Carson ( Anna-Lisa K Peter Schmitz ( Piet) 
and especially Conan McCarty (Bush), who 
does an excellent Dubya impression but 
also gives a real performance. 

Still, it 'snot enough. Or maybeits too much. 
After eight horrific years with the bum, do 
we really want to spend another 85 inter- 
mission-less minutes in his unenlightening 
company? Through May 9, $25-$29, InterAct 
Theatre at the Adrienne, 2030 Sansom St., 
215-568-8077, interacttheatre.org. 




*InterAct& When WcGo Upon the Sea ma'csoff-Bmad- 
way to New York City’s 59ES9 Theaters June 10- July 3. 



Take 30 days and see how 
well Curves can work for you. 



Our 30-minute circuit works every major muscle group So you can 
burn up to 500 calories every workout. All with a trainer to teach 
and motivate 
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African influences typical of Bullock's work, these pieces are 
mysterious and companionable without becoming cliches. The 
unframed collage of painted paper and fibers, Come oninMy 
Kitchen Cause It s Raining Outside, almost leaps off the wall 
with joyous exuberance. 

Sewing and needlework, long regarded as expressive 
disciplines suitable for ladies, were appropriated in the 20th 
century by Miriam Schapiro, JudyChicago and otherground- 
breaking women artists (along with some male artists, like 
Robert Kushner, who mined the same territory). Fabric, is, 
in fact the most common motif in “Women's Work." Doris 
Nogueria-Rogers' elegant collages suggest food with sharp 
symmetrical but organic shapes and patterned cloth-like 
surfaces. Nannette Acker Clark has based a lot of her work 
on fabric, especially printed African fabric. Her paintings 
from the “Cut to the Chase “ series are dynamic abstractions 
In strong color, gray with red or green with ochre. Sharply 
delineated curves and angles resemble clothing pattern or 
quilt pieces. Painted linesof oversize “stitching” reinforce 
that reference. 



Martina Johnson-Allen's nine small 
“Sacred Space’ shadow boxes from 
about five years ago present yet anothe r 
way of representing cloth. Ornamented 
with collage elements indudi ng buttons, 
the constructed framing elements domi - 
nate pointed cut-paper shapes jutting up 
inside them. Almost every surface is hot 
sunflower yellow, heavily embellished with 
multicolored lines and dots resembling 
both embroidery and lace. 

The two sculptors in the show could 
hardly be more afferent. Sca'ssmall free- 
standing pieces are composed of flat planes 
of metal, some polished, some patinated. 
al I red ective of African sculpture. Kathleen 
Spicer’s wall- mounted work iscarved, poly- 
chrcme wood, lush with undulating images 
of flowers, fruits and plants. 

A lingering question relating to the 
“Women'sWork" title is: Would or should a 
parallel show of men’s art be called “Men’s 
Work"? When I put it to Philadelphia cura- 
tor and writer AM. Weaver, she replied that 
such a gesture would be pointless because 
shows exclusively devoted to men are the 
norm . "Given the curort art-market cl mate, 
women still need greater representation,'' 
she said “Men areagam starting B dominate 
the fine-arts arena.' 

(r_rice@citypaper. net) 








May 7, 9m, 12, 14 & 16m, 2010 

at the Academy of Music 

Performed in Italian with English translation 

An Original Opera Company of Philadelphia Production 



Tickets on 



215-893-1018 or www.operaphila.org 



Opera Company of Philadelphia 



Cigarette smokers needed 



The University of Pennsylvania's Tobacco Use 
Research Center is recruiting cigarette smokers for 
a research study on a low nicotine cigarette product. 

Participants will be compensated for their time. 

This is NOT a quit smoking program. 

For more information, call 215-746-3188 
UJLJ UNIVERSITY OF 
Pennsylvania 
Health System 



citpper 

Invites you and a guest to attend 
an advance screening 
on Wednesday, April 28 at a 
Center City Philadelphia theater 

To enter for a chance lo win screening tickets for 
two text FREDDY with you- ZIP CODE to 43549 
(Example FREDDY 19103) 
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Apr 7 - Apr 25 

Plays & Players Theatre 

1714 Delancey St. 

215.218.402: liicairee-xilc.org 



by Conor McPherson 
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► OUTOFSTEP 

Before the start of BalletX’s opening-night per- 
formance, co-director Christine Cox announced 
that two of their dancere got injured during 
rehearsals. Not exactly good news, except that 
the unfortunate circumstance left an opening for 
Matthew Prescott to join in. Prescott was a guest 
artist with the company last summer, and let me 
tell you, he’s marvelous. 

Yet the program proved uneven: The technical 
expertise was formidable as usual, but certain 
pieces just didn’t hit enough high notes. 

Hide , choreographed by UArts grad Lauren 
Putty, is meant to be about 'the disconnection of 
human interaction in the universe." IPs a lofty 
and all-too -common theme of young dancemakers 
looking to make profound statements with their 
art. Putty crafted lots of patterns to keep things 
busy, but the scenarios demonstrating how we 
hide emotions and create facades in ourinterper- 
sonal relationships felt diched. 

Myra Bazell and Monica Favand’s Carry Me is a 
touching duet portraying parent/child love and role 
reversal due to illness. I’ve seen it before and found 
it elegantly evocative. Cox performed it here with 
Jennifer Goodman, who re placed an injured dancer. 



The duo was dramatic to the 
point of schmaltz, which dimin- 
ished the emotional impact. 

Cox’s ambitiou sXor Y, per- 
formed to classical, Latin and 
Afro-Cuban sounds, offered play- 
ful visualizations of the music 
through body movement. Arms 
and legs opened and shut, bod- 
ies stretched and intermingled 
while formations appeared and 
dissipated in step with the aural 
accompaniment The result was 
delightful work with colorful flair. 

Thang Dao’s graceful, angular 
One Word Play was another pro- 



to convey how "we use and man- 
ipulate words to construct our 
identity and power," and while 
that message was indeed commu- 
nicated, the piece was abstract 
enou gh that you could derive 
many other meanings, including 
the notion oftrying to grab onto 
things you can’t quite catch. Wed., 
April 14, Wilma Theater. 

—Deni Kasrel 



ARTUNLEASHED 

© A BENEFIT FOR THE UNIVERSITY OFTHE ARTS 




AN ART EXHIBITION AND SALE FEATURING WORK BY STUDENT ARTISTS, FACULTY 
AND RECENT ALUMNI. PROCEEDS FROM ARTUNLEASHED BENEFIT 
THE SAM S. MCKEEL PROMISING YOUNG ARTISTS SCHOLARSHIP FUND. 



PREVIEW PARTY PUBLIC SALE 

THURSDAY. APRIL 22, 2010 FRIDAY. APRIL 23. 2010 

5 - 9 PM ADMISSION CHARGE 12 NOON - 8 PM FREE ADMISSION 

SATURDAY, APRIL 24. 2010 

1 -5PM FREE ADMISSION 

HAMILTON HALL. 320 SOUTH BROAD STREET, PHILADELPHIA 
FOR MORE INFO VISIT my.uarts.edu/artsale/ 

FOR SPONSORSHIP INFO. CONTACT 215.717.6145 OR KJ0HNS0N@UARTS.EDU 
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LE BAR LYONNAIS 
bistro redux 
HAPPY HOUR 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 5 - 7 PM 

All Specialty Cocktails 
$6.00 and $5.00 Bar Bites 

Aviation 

gin, maraschino liquor, 
creme de violette 

Hemingway 

daiquiri - ruin, 

maraschino liquor, grapefruit 

Martinez 

gin, sweet vermouth, bitters 

Sazerac 

rye whiskey, absinthe, bitters 

French 75 

champagne, cognac 

Jack Rose 
apple brandy, grenadine 
and fresh lime juice 

1521 walnut street Philadelphia PA 
215 - 567-1000 wwwJebecfin.com 
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1/ Home of Philadelphia ‘ Company 


480 S. BROAD ST. BOX OFFICE: 215. 985. 0420 TICKETS $20 - $25 * $30 
WWW.KORESHDANCE.ORG 




WATERFRONT VIEWS | 



rr FRIENDLY | r6 REGIONAL 



| WALKING TRAILS 



866.365-0251 | www.LondonburyApartments.com 

301 WASHINGTON STREET | CONSHOHOCKEN [ PENNSYLVANIA | 19428 
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you've arrived, le 

gambling problem? call 1 -800-gambler. 



no experience necessary, parx casino ■ offers an 
exciting working environment, competitive pay, 
excellent benefits and paid training, 
those with style, personality and exceptional 
customer service skills apply at www.parxcasino.com 



parx casino™, the #1 casino 
on the east coast, is hiring 
table games dealers! 
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spin it at 360 ' 

Thursday, April 22 

you be the star karaoke 

Friday, April 23 

theew^potions 

Saturday, April 

big city 
masquerade 
dj basara 

Sunday, April 25 

jellyroll 

dress code enforced. 
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arts & entertainment 




Are you 55 
or older and 
interested in 
participating 
in research? 



The University of 
Pennsylvania Minority 
Aging Research Center 
for Community Health 
(MARCH) invites you to 
enroll in a registry. For 
more information and to 
find out if you are eligible 
to enroll, 

call 21 5 - 746-7166 

X Penn Medicine 



[ music picks J 



► jazz 




+ WAYNE SHORTER 

With most composers, inspiration drawn from Asian art would be fairly easy to predict 
— a fusion of East and West, perhaps some "exotic” instrumentation. But Wayne 
Shorter’s mind doesn't work in quite such a linear fashion. A simple conversation with 
the legendary saxophonist/composer can be as dense and unpredictable as his impro- 
visations, lurching unexpectedly through science fiction novels, comic books, or classic 
him as his neurons leap from one tenuous connection to another. The same could apply 
as Shorter takes on the PMA’s East Asian art collection, from which he'll draw inspira- 
tion for a newly-commissioned composition for his renowned quartet, featuring pianist 
Danilo Perez, bassist John Patitucci and drummer Brian Blade. The museum has en- 
listed several notable composers of late to interact with the art in its galleries, thereby 
drawing together its exhibitions and performance series — most notably, pianist Jason 
Moran’s multimedia exploration of the Gee's Bend quilts. But with Shorter, arguably 
the most influential living jazz composer, it finds an artist whose stature aligns with 
some of those enshrined on its walls. 

—Shaun Brady 



Fri.. April 23. 5:45 and 7:15p.m .. $16. Philadelphia Museum of Art. 2600 Ben franklin Parkuay. 



+AN HORSE 

Brisbane’s An Horse bash out classic-stripe indie as 
vibrant and crunchy as any boy/giri power duo you’d 
care to mention. Sure, they've got that scrappy, 
ineffable charm seemingly intrinsic to any such 
setup (q.v. Wye Oak, Quasi, Mates of State), plus all 
the tunefulness you’d expect from their high-profile 
boosters (Tegan and Sara, Death Cab) but they also 
tang it up with a dose of raw grit — the Hole shout- 
out tucked away in their addictively bouncy sex-is-con fusion anthem "Camp Out” 
(which gets a classic, cathartic indie-disco makeover on their new Beds Rearranged EP) 
is no fluke. 



► rock/pop 




Wed . , April 28. 8 pun.. S18-S21. with Kaki King and Step It Hayes and I he Goad Problems, TLA. 334 
South St.. 215-922 - 101 1,1 ivenation.com. 



► rock/pop 

+ THE SPINNING LEAVES 




Folk Parade at Yards Brewery, we’re betting their drink 
of choice is Love Stout —John vettese 



Sun., April 25. 7p.ni.S10, with Hezeteah Jones and Chris Kas- 
per, YaMsBrewing Co., 901 H Delaware Aue., ptsorg 

► rock/pop/new music 

+ OWEN PALLETT 

For Meartfancf(Domlno). his enchantingly intricate 
latest opus. Toronto slnger/songwriter/a rranger-to- 
th e-indie-stats Owen Pallett went big. employ! ng the 
Czech Symphony strings andabattery of woodwinds, 
percussion and electronics to enacta cerebral cham- 
ber-pop song-cycle which.despite its lushness, shies 
away from the easy sentimentality of the Romantics 
in favor of astately, scintillating Glassine minimalism. 
Onstage itsachambercrchestra of one — just Owen 
with his trus tyvidin. his sweet supple choirboy tenor, 
and a masterfully deployed loop pedal — but the 
effect is no less evocative and spellbinding. 

— K. Ross Hoffman 



Sun., Api025,8p.m, SI 4,wlhSnowDlnkFirstUnilaiian Sanc- 
tuary, 2 1 25 Chestnut SI., 877-435-9849, iSproduchonscom. 



+ ONETRACKMIND 

► HOT CHIP "Brothers 
HolChipSgknousnew 
One Life StanUfiSOa- 
Iwerks) is full of unas- 
sumingly earnest star- 
ry-eyed songs about 
the profundity of love 
and human connection; 
ment and contentment a 
cats. Its a total sudser. In the best possible way. 
But the partthat really makes me well up, every 
time, is when Joe Goddardsings about playing 
video games with his friends. Despite its thump- 
ing synth-house underpinnings, "Brothers * has 
the austerity and hushed intimacy of a hymn. 
Melody-wise the song could hardly be more 
trivial, but that just makes its statement of wild, 
death-defying brotherly love ring all the more 
sweetly heartbreakingly true, 

— K. Ross Hoffman 

Hot Chip phys IheTLAon Sunday. 
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movi ©shorts 

FILMS ARE GRADED BY CITY PAPER CRITICS A-F. 




+ NEW 

THEBACK-UPPLANIC- 

Qstensibly, Zoe I Jennifer Lopez I is one of those rare ro- 
mantic-comedy heroines who lake life by the balls. Rather 
than search for her elusive soul mate to get to the inevita- 
ble endgame of kids, she skips the middleman and opts for 
in vitro fertilization. But then, of course, love happens and 
Zoo's best-laid plans go to shit, much like her moxy. Love 
is in the form of Stan I Alex O'Loughlin ), a cheese farmer 
who inexplicably decides to stay with this woman he's just 
met. even after she drops the bomb that she’s knocked up. 
While Zoe was once committed to giving birth to and rais- 
ing a child alone, it becomes an impossible feat without 
Stan. Characters are broad, bland cliches: Stan is no more 
than (understandable) manic neuroses about his un- 
planned impending fatherhood (complete with a beautiful 
set of abs ), while Zoe is both a commitmen t-phobe with 
daddy issues and a consummate over-planner. So i t’s up to 
thesupporting characters to liven up the proceedings. The 
women in a single moms group are treated as a freakshow 
of bad decisions ( aren't these the people we Ye supposed to 
be celebrating?), so any kudos have to go Michaela Wat- 
kins as Zoe’s best friend, who adds a little bile and logic to 
her harried housemom. and The Back-Up Plan in general . 
—Molly Eichel IUA Rivervieui ; UA 691 li St) 

EXITTHROUGHTHE GIFT SHOP | A- 

The title “A Film By Banksy” would be tip-off enough 
that the veracity or all that follows it is suspect at the 

Through the Gift Shop grows increasingly complicated 
and ever more questionable as its story unfolds. Banksy, 
the anonymous, subversive U.K. graffiti trickster, appears 
on camera at theoutset, his face shrouded in darkness 



and voice altered, to explain how' he'd turned from subject 
to fil mmaker when he discovered that the film's origi- 
nal director was a far more fascinating character. It's 
unclear, however, whether Thierry Guetta — the eccentric 
French-born video enthusiast whose footage provides an 
invaluable document ofstreet artists at work — is the 
horde ring-on-in sane down presented in the film, a willing 
accomplice, a palsy manipulated by Banksy's puppetry or 
even the elusive artist himself. But . as recounted by Rhys 
Ifans' oily bedtime-story narration. Guetta transforms 

wash , netting a huge opening, an LA Weekly cover story 
and exorbitant sales based wholly on his own manufac- 
turedhype. Regardless of how much ofthebackstory can 
be believed, the result is an authentic assault on the art 
market, which gleefully hangs itself with Banksy's aridly- 
ofiered rope. — Shaun Brady (Ritz Five) 

THE GIRL ONTHETRAIN |B 

See Sam Adams’ review on p. 25. (Ritz at the Bourse) 

THELITTLETRAITOR I B- 

In 19-17 Jerusalem, 12-year-old ProlTy (Ido Port) has a hard 
lime keeping to the new Palestinian curfew. Unbeknownst 
to him. his father I Rami I loebreger) spends his nighttimes 
resistingthe British occupation forces; the boy only feels 
inordinately disdplined when he stays out too late playing 

at his father's punishment , his kind-eyed mother (Gilya 
Stern) explains. “Youhave to abide by certain rules. You 

yet the film tends to look something like that, as Profly's 
adventures turn episodic rather than explicitly or even 
gently instructive. His education commences when he 
meets an avuncular British sergeant (Alfred Molina) and 




“ The U&gfr 

BBSS-* 




movie shorts | 



G finds, despite his initial prejudice, that 
« theguyisnotonlynice,bulalsocon- 
S veniently paternal. They spend long 

2 afternoons discussing the Bible, the 

“ war and sex. among other things, lead- 

3 ingProffy to reconsider his categorical 
a abhorrence of all things red-bereted. 

B When the community labels the child 
a “t raitor" for the friendship, he's 
3 further confused, turninghisenergies 
S, more completely toward his nightly 
« binocular-assisted viewings of a lovely 
Z neighbor with open window shades 
| Based on Amos Oz'snovel, Lynn Roth's 
— film goes through the motions of a 
2 coming -of-age saga, without spend - 
~ ing too much time on any particular 
3 dilemma . — Cindy Fuchs (Ritz Five) 

THE LOSERS 

A hai hu: The exact same pi ot 
as TheA-liam. sans Mr. 

T, plus Stringer Bell. (Read Molly 
Richer* review at citypaper.net /mov- 
ie*.) (Pearl: Roxy; UA Riverview; UA 
69th SL) 



OCEANS I C 

Directed by French actor Jacques Per- 
rin and narrated by the sonorous-as- 

distributed Oceans presents itself as 
one part nature documentary and one 
part conservationist call to arms. In 
reality, it's little more than a strung- 
together bumli of gorgeous footage 
overlaid with a zaned-out script that 
simultaneously indicts and acquits hu- 

rine life. Marine iguanas, ottersfaw!), 
manatees, sharks, “Spanish dancer" 
sea slugs, penguins ( always with the 
penguins! ftnguina must have a great 
publicist t — they’re all touched on in 
fieetingly poetic fashion, with none of 
the interesting scientific asides tha t 
make series like Hoar/ Earth so en- 

as the does slapdash approarh to laying 



blame. We're shown satellite images of 
man-made pollutants leaking into the 
sea , floating islands of non-biodegrad- 
able trash, rusty scrap metal scarring 
natural habitats. “1 futrran indifference 
is surely the ocean’s greatest threat," 
Brosnan warns, but a few minutes later 
it’s all good again, becausea SCUBA 
diver is swimming next to a really big 
shark without being eaten, and that 
proves that fish aren't that mad at us! 
See, we're trying to understand, so it s 
coollThe footage, shot over a four-year 
period, is sumptuous and breathtak- 
ing, and might be worth the ticket 
price alone, especially considering a 
portion of the proceeds will support a 
movement to protect coral reefs in The 
Bahamas. Just pay no attention to that 
Irishman behind the curtain. — Drew 
Lazor(UARioeniew) 

THE SQUARE | A- 

Delivering on the promise direc- 
tor Nash Edgerton displayed in his 
gleefully nasty short, Spider (which 
unspools before the feature), 77te 

hilarity and gasp- inducing shock. After 

her husband's bagof cash, she gives her 
married lover, Ray (David Roberts), an 
ultrmatum: Help her steal the dough 
and escape or she will end their rela- 
tionship. Ray reluctantly, perhaps fool- 
ishly, agrees He hires an arsonist (Joel 
Edgerton, the director’s brother and co- 
screenwriter) to mask their crime. But, 

gucs as planned. Soon, Ray is being 
blackmailed, and he must discover his 
tormentor and cover his tracks. Edger- 
ton deftly ratchets up the tension along 
with the body count. The Square boxes 
Ray and Carla into tight, uncomfort - 
able situations that are precisely cali- 
brated for maximum sacrifice. Injeding 

Ray, this airtight film becomes more ab- 




m orally dubious goal. Edgerton seeks 
to keep his audience equally offguard, 
shrewdly toying expectations and as- 
sumptions about who is doing what to 
whom. The Square remains gripping 
right up to the riveting end — when 
Edgerton pulls the rug — and the floor 
— out from under everyone . — Gary M. 
Kramer ( Rite at the Bourse) 

+ CONTINUING 

CLASH OF THE TITANS | C- 

The revamped Clash of the Titans 

Worthington) must defeat the 
monstrous Kraken to save the city of 
Argos and its princess Andromeda 
(Alexa Davalos) - and stops only 
occasionally to wink and nod at 
the 1981 original (hoy! Leave Bubo 



barbaric yawps, there's little in the 
way of plot. — M.E. (Bridge; Pearl; 
Roxy. UA Grant; UA Main St.; UA 
Riverview; UA 69th St.) 

DATE NIGHT IB- 

Playing a bared suburban couple 

Carell and Tina Fey seom like a 
made less promising when their third 

whose specialty is overwhelming 
gifted comedians with action and 
noise ( The Pink Panther, both Night 
at the Museum films). As in Woody 
Mien's Manhattan Murder Mystery, a 
couple's missing spark is replenished 
by life-threatening circumstances, 

identity cribbed from North By North- 
west. All involved are above the no- 
brainer material, but they transcend 
it in engaging fashion. —SB. (UA 
Grant; UA Riverview; UA 69th St.) 

THE GIRL WITH THE DRAGON 
TATTOO I B 

Based on the first bookof Stieg Lars- 
soris Millennium Trilogy. Niels Arden 
Oplev s movie elegantly delivera a story 
full of intrigue and ugliness. Financial 
journalist Mikael Blomkvist ( Michael 
Nyqvist ) is in need of a job so he agrees 
to investigate the 40-year -old murder 
of one Harriet Vanger. Mikael is aided 
by bisexual computer hacker Lisbeth 
(Noomi Rapace). It helps the inves- 
tigation that she has a photographic 

who's guilty. — CF. (Rite Floe) 

GREENBERG | A- 

Roger Greenberg (Ben Stiller), fresh 
off some sort of nervous breakdown 
and recently arrived in LA, is a 40- 
year-old frozen at 25, at the instant 
just after his life went wrong. The 



berg strikes up is with Florence 
(mumblecore actress/direetor Greta 
Gerwig, who imbues Florence with 
a remarkable range of emotion), his 
brother's aimless personal assistant. 

theyounger woman, as Greenberg's 
savior, the ray of light that leads to 
redemption. Director Noah Baum- 
bach. however, has never seen other 
people as the solution to anyone's 
problems. The film, as a result, is 
oft en incredibly funny, and even holds 
out something likehope at the end. 

— &B. (Ritz East) 

THE JONESES |C- 

The newest arrivals in an affluent 
suburban comm unityseemlike the 
ideal family — gorgeous, stylish 
parents (David Duchovny and Demi 
Moore), picture- perfect kids (Ben 
Hollingsworth and Amber Heard) 

planned that way. The Janeses are, in 
fact, not a family at all, but a guerrilla 
marketing campaign brought to life, 
equipped with the latest fashions. 

toys, all primed to make the neigh- 
bors covet ons. First-time director 
Derrick Borte assembles an enticing 
package, but as soon as the pitch is 
made, he engages in a fatal bait-and - 
switch. Halfway in, the film suddenly 
strives for grand tragedy, burdening 
each member of the faux-family with 
soap opera secrets and defanging the 
satirical bite inherent in its premise. 
-SB. ( Ritz East) 

KICK-ASS | Be 
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"THE STAR-STUDDED 
CAST MAKES IT 
THE SUPER BOWL 
OF COMEDY!" 

Curl Kozlowtki, PASADENA WEEKLY 

"THE MOST HILARIOUS 



into his new Kick-Ass menacing mon- 
iker. When he runs aground in the lair 
ofa drug king, he's saved by Ilit-Girl 
(a tremendous Chloe Grace Morel/), 

as handy with a bladed boslick as she 
is with grossly age-inappropriate lan- 
guage. She's a real crimefighteron a 
vigilante mission, along with equally 
lethal. Shatner-stammering father 
"Big Daddy" (Nicolas Cage), to wrest 
control of the underworld from mafia 
capo Frank D'Amico (Mark Strong). 
Matthew Vaughn ( Layer Cake. 

Stard ust ). who wrote, directed and 
produced, chose to shoot Kick-Ass in 
a candy shell , with colors singling off 
the screen between fits of gruesome 
and clearly crowd-pleasing violence. 
The real distinguishing character- 
istic of Kick Ass is that it's devoid of 
all traces of mortal Ira nsc evidence 

bi tos dri ving Dave to use his might to 
make right. There's no real motiva- 
tion, even, for him to pick up the hero 
torch, save for something we all long 
for at onepoint or another: the desire 
to be admired. — D.L. I Pearl: UA 
Grant; UA Riverview; UA 69th St.) 

MID-AUGUST LUNCH | B 

heat haze, the first film by Gianni Di 
Gregorio is an evanescent pleasure, 
an airy morsel that dissolves on the 
tongue, imparting only the faint- 
est, hin t of flavor. A co-writer of the 
far meatier Gomorrah, Di Gregorio 
capitalized on that film's success to 
pul himself on screen as a saggy-eyed 

mer home fir spirited golden-agers. 

— Sam Adams (Ritz at the Bourse) 

+ REPERTORY FILM 

Send repertory film listings to 



JOYOUS! 

ONE OF THE MOST 
INSPIRED, ADROIT. 
HILARIOUS DEBUT 
FEATURES EVER!" 



A Banksy tilm 

Tt>© world's tirst 
Street Art disaster m 
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EXHILARATING! 

ACIDLY FUNNY. EXPLOSIVELY SUCCINCT. 
THERE IS NO QUESTIONI NG BA NKSY S ART. 

tit J "T'" sis 
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‘RELENTLESSLY 

ENTERTAINING! 

SUBVERSIVE, PROVOCATIVE, UNEXPECTED! 

The more vou think about this unusual film, 
THE MORE FASCINATING IT BECOMES!' 

GRADE A! 

INCREDIBLY ENTERTAINING! 

BITINGLY HUMOROUS!' 






[Yourto-do list, no matter what you’re doing 



| while eating along other avenues in 
- anticipation of this weekend's East Passyunk 
| flavors of the Avenue restaurant-a-thon (Ridge 
i and Elmwood aves are but shreds of their former 
z selves), I ran into old friends with good/sad news: 
Like King Britt's doing a party at Fluid Apri 1 23 for 
Intricate Beauty — his final “conventional" dance 
album. and the kids alWOrshipand the Barbary are 
holding a 40th b-daypartyfor Josh Wink (April 24), 
And all I can think of is Britt-n- Wink's Ovum label, 
their good old Vagabond parties, and how if Josh 
is 40 1 then have to have at least turned 38. 1 see 



Stephen Starr openingthe accordion-filled EIRey/ 
Ranstead Room at the MidTown IV then heading 
into David Anslls eponymous Bainbridge joint next 
for II Pittore and I remember Ansill bartending lor 
Starr at The Bank, Now I want a spritzer. I see Steph 
Hayes Good ProblemsopeningforKaki King at 
TLA Apri 1 28, and remember the days of Stargazer 
Lily and hearing Hayes on TV movie Joan of Arc 
Then I realize I actually watched Joan of Arc Just 
a little sadder though is hearing that Phil ly photog 
ZoeStrauss will end herl-95seriesunderthe high- 
way May 2 (no more $5 photos?) and that Butch 
Cordora s In Bed with ButchcaOl e-access show 
is over. The going-on-1 1 -year-old talkie on DUTV 
and WYBE — the latter until 2008 when it became 
MIND-TV who cancelled the program but stillshows 
old reruns — didn't run out of steam or fun. It lost 
sponsorship ducats/Money'sbeendecliningsince 
08 when In Bed went from seven to two sponsors 
and I put my own cash in," says Cordora.The last 
„ newly filmed show with Danny Bonaduce aired 
z in January. “It's a blessing in disguise because I'm 
5 kindawerit Somethingweirdhappenedafterthat 
| 10th anniversary party at PORE last April. I suddenly 
> didn't want tointervrewone morefucking celebrity. ” 
5 Cordora hears from DlfiV that the last airing of In 
i Bedis Memorial Day (but also predicts he’ll be this 
area's Seinlekfin reruns). Meanwhile, Cordora’s set 
?, foragalleryexhibrtof hisphotosANDascreeningof 
z hisStraight&ButchcalendardocumentaryinJuly. 
\ CheckCritMassformoreonthissob-worthyevent. 

>■ Rumor has it Jose Games’ new place atthe 
l Cira has started hiring. >- When Philly-gone-NYC 
: producerEartDaxbringsJustinBondtoL’Etage 
3 April 22, it'll begin a regular gay-ole-Dax-cabaret 
« series starring Joey Arias. ► Though it opened to 
< fanfare in 2005, the Blue Martini at Bally’s has 



> gone Ignored unbl now, asa team of sound 'n' visual 
5 designers isgiving the nightclub an overhaul with a 
< rumoredreopeningforMay. ► Open michostess- 
l with-most-est Dani Mari (Lickety Spl it, National 
“ Mechanics) screensher “Vampire" single/video 
3 April 22at Triumph Brewing. >• Fresh ice cubes at 



£ citypaper.net/criticalmass. 



(a_amoroa@citypaper. net) 
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KING DAVID 

David Milch , creator of NYPD Blue and Dead- 
wood, speaks. By Sam Adams 



sense of responsibility and that they took seriously an obligation 
to try to communicate to someone who obviously had much less 
to give back to them than they had to give to me, That was some- 
thing that I treasured then, and as the years have gone on have 
come to understand in so many different ways as something that 
I can best express gratitude for by doing likewise. 



DAVID MILCH I A 



3805 Locust Walk, 215-573-9749, ioriting.upmn.edu 

■ ram Hill Street Blues to Deadwood, David Milch has left a 



F formidable mark on tel 
asa recovering heroin ; 
creates detailed worlds that i 
rfiythms. After a hiatus following Deac/r 



A former Yale teacher as well 
nd compulsive gambler. Milch 



tod’s 
ra John 



[tilpperntt 



from Cincinnati, he is shooting the pilot for 
HBO’s horse -racing drama Luck , starring 
Dustin Hoffman. Milch visits as a Kelly Writers 
House fellow for a lecture, followed by a brunch the following day. 



City Paper. You’ve talked a lot about the importance of mentors 
in your life. What do you hope to get across when you talk to stu- 
dents or young writers? 

David Milch: I think that it was Joyce who said that paternity 
is less a matter of blood than an apostolic succession. Just as 
someone reached out to me, more or less in an exemplary fashion 
— that is, everything that [Robert Penn] Warren and also R.W.B. 
Lewis and Cleanth Brooks did — it was their presence and their 



CP: You bring a lot of personal history to Luck. You've joked that 
if you earn $25 million on the show, that will just about cover 
your research costs. 

DM: It was a flippant remark that I will regret as much as the 
IRS will appreciate it. I’ve been involved in horse racing oneway 
or another since I was a little boy, and like any sort of special 
world . . . over the course of time it develops its own dynamics and 
rules and aberrations. I'm delighted that 
READ MORE FROM I have access, that I have some familiarity 
DAVID MILCH AT . ,, ... . . . .. ^ . 

CTYPAPER.NET/ to those things, but at the same fame, that 

AGENDA familiarity is only important or positive 

to the extent that it allows you to get the 
world right. All the old obligations remain in terms of how the 
story engages the human spirit. 

CP: Tli at depth of detail is important to episodic television. 

DM: You know, as Marlow, Conrad’s alter ego in Heart of 
Darkness, remarks, the jungle will find out what you’re doing 
there. That's true of episodic television, too. For me. I’m easily 
confused and easily misled, so I'm glad to have a big canvas to 
work on and take the time to find out what Tm doing there. 

<s_adams@citypaper.net) 
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PAINTBALL 

INVASION 

1B2 SOUTH ROUTE 73 
WINSLOW TWP NJ 
■ 609-704-7787 • 
Only 25 minutes from Philly 

mnonn & 

OUTDOOR 

ARENAS 




. p a i n t b a I I i n v a 



Landmark 



I C A N A 



www .landmarkamericana.com 



EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT 



(all day) 

$2 U CALL IT 

( 10 - 12 ) 

CHECK OUT PHILLYS 
NEWEST OUTSIDE BAR 

3333 MARKET ST, PHILADELPHIA 




For Our Full Schedule. Tickets t Club into. Check Our Weh Site 

www.thenotews.eom , 









A SELECTIVE GUIDE TO WHAT BANGS IN PHILLY. 




nights 



W Weekly 
M Monthly 
1 One-off 
N/C No Charge 

* Breaks 

* Downtempo 



Drum 'n' Bass • 

•Set? Dubstep/Garage , 4* 

0 Electro • 

* Experimental tc 

* Funk/Soul 

O Goth/Industrial 42 



Progressive 

House 

Reggae 



* Rock/Pop 
® Techno 
S Top 40 

Hip-hop/ R&B 
® Trance 

• World 





MOS@Park Avenue Hall.w/ 
Doctor Octo-Pussy, Mighty 
Mike Saga, DJ 23, Damian 
Plague, Michael Mythix, 
Nick Cosmo, Mjollnir, Jay 
Shok,Xris Smack, S5 before 
$10 after. Shit, 1 remember being a young buck 
and going to a few Vesago parties, so it’s pretty crazy that 
this event is still going down. Now, the Futurist Coalition 
presents Vesago's 15-year anniversary and their return to 
monthly status, as main man Octavio is ready to turn you 
out on the regular. There will be all kinds of attractions, 
including burlesque and fire-play performances, and video 
projections from No Carrier. Plus, it’s 18-plus to get in! 
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COWBOY JUNKIES 

WilMlK HARVtV OSMOND | SATURDAY, AAlttl M | /J0AM : -Ifn 
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wro.nussifsu«r aijmiw amu it »>» 
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> SHOV.V I SAluROAY WAY I JAM t I0*M 
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Mike Keneally Band 


r 


CHARLIE MARS 






[-1 


Raul Mid6n 


re 


PATTY LARKIN 

ERIN MCKEOWN 




d h ».‘.°,7 Aid Brasil 

WnMOTjCIMmN hU DEMON • FRIDAY, MAY M | SAM 



i-6L0CKI.fr 

Friday 4/23 

Beth Hart Band w/ Christine Bantelll (SOLD OUT) 
Beth's 1st East Coast Show in 8 Years 9pm 

Saturday 4/24 

Bertl Revue- Special Homecoming Show, 

Hosted by WHSOCs Plsne Robert., 9pm $15 adv/$20 day of 

Sunday 4/25 

Jersey ShoWB BOTB Regional Finals... ,7pm $10 

Tuesday 4/27 

New Music Showcase 9pm NC 

Wednesday 4/28 

Jaded Son, Honah Lee, The Mad Splatter, 

Counter Riot 9pm $5 

Every Sunday 

Open Jam teat All Musicians Welcome, backline 
provided, 8:30pm NC 

Every Monday 

Qulzzo Starts • 8pm No Cover 
Ibr tickets & more info, visit theblookley.com 
5/5- 'Dr. Dirty' John Valby $10 adr/$15 day of 
5/12- Phosphorescent- Phllly CD release- 
$10 adr/$13 day of 
5/14- Blue Method w/ Swift Technique 
$12 adv/$15 day of 

6/2 - Psychedelic Furs w/ She Wants Revenge 
$30 adv/$35 day o 

theblockley.com 215.222.1234 

3801 CHESTNUT ST. PHILA, PA 




WEEKEND 



Eat or drink anything 
good this weekend? 

We want to hear about it! 




citypaper.net/notes 



+ AGENDA PICKS 



life is a cabaret 




> JUSTIN BOND 

Alter nearly 20 years ol playing a shamefully aging, boozy lounge singer in 
the hot mess cabaret duo Kiki & Herb, Justin Bond Is ready to belt out Ns 
own ditties. He may still be wearing red lipstick and slinking around In a 
form-llattering sequined gown, but now hissentiments cut a little deeper, 
I n his current cabaret act, the gender-lucking singer/songwriter will be 
telling stories and singing tunes from his EP, Pink Slip, that are dedicated 
to the neo-pagan revolution Huh? "It's lor people who aren't living their 
lives based on the dlctalesol an oppressive, mainstream culture," he says, 
“Mystodesare reflective of my experience growing upqueer in a Christian, 
conservative society "Though Bond sings with a pepped up bantone that 
could rival Barry White, he says his performance style is influenced by 
radicN female arists, like singers Path Smith and Marianne Faithfull and 
author Joan Didion. At the end of his show he’d like his audience to walk 
away thinking. Buteven more than that he just wants them to depart in a 
nice, randy mood Says Bond: "I realty hope they'll feel like getting It on with 
someone when they get home. ” Thu. April 22, 8p.m., S25, L'Etage, 624 S. 
Sixth St., 215-592-0656, cteperie-heaumonrie.com. 

— Josh Middleton 



I churnin’ love 

► TIM EADS: A LEGITIMATE WASTE OF TIME 

TlmEadsgrewupinasmall westTexai I fl I 

town where lie learned in make butte i by 

1 fXw [ | 

| I 

usHp? . • 

live sculp'ure meets breakfast- Amodifed j^E 
c-xercise Bike churnsbutterwhle aenerat laB 

I ng enough electricity to power a singe- 
slice toaster. "A lot of my work is about this extreme amount of energy 
expelled tor very little result" he says, ‘Its oneof these things where you 
sit down and are committed to it but tie end re silt is wry humble product 
I embrace that It's very absurd. " Patrons are encouraged to operate the 
macNne during at opening reception, where they'll enjoy freshly-made 
butter and warm toast plus drinks and treats made from buttermilk and 
local dairies. RecepUon/pertormance, Sat .April 24, 6- 10:30 p.m.; exhibit 



—Alexandra Harcharek 



( trivial pursuit i 

> THE BIG QUIZ THING 

While musicgeeks are probably peeing themselves with excitement right 
now, they should actually be brushing up on their rock-god knowledge. 



; Pa11ze.SeLApr.24i 1 Opm, $15, 

: Marathon Grill. 929 Walnut Si., 




r Bur, 2639 Poplar Su 



history ofGuyborhood from the '50s 
lo now: Sot Apr. 24 , 1 1 um-l :30pm, 
$50-$75.RitU>nhou*cSquurelyirk. 
W. Rittonhouse Square St Locust St,, 
210-563-1806. 



GUITAR REPUBLIC with Sergio 



; 9pm,$12,Khyber,56S.2ndSt„ 



► rock/pop 

THURSDAY 4/22 



..7:30pm, $13. First 
Unitarian Church.2125Chostnut 
! St_.215-S63.398Q. 

BIG BANG with Sonny Bom bur, 
Tho Forecast A Scot Sax and Queen 
Blortrio. 9|xn. S8.Khybor.56 S. 2nd 
[ St_ 2 15-238-5888. 



Rl ISTETYT with Parasytic. Night- 
dl& Vulcan, 5:30pm. $8. Barbary, 
51 Frankfort! Avo, 2 15-4238342. 



vith Brown Recluse, 

il Cheer? Brigade. 
Vine, 8pm, $5-$10. 



FREE . Kang Fu Necktie, 1 250 N. 

| Front St.. 215-291-1919. 

Ree.se. Vues. iDipiis. Ihe Authentic, 
Bueiier Do Dm. Spoken Wblxfa, 

; Kane. Rhyme* & Reason &Tan- 
nonx. 9:30pm. $1 0, Tho Baloony 



i St.,215-928-0770. 



SATURDAY 4/24 



BIRDIE NUM NUM AND THE 
SPIRIT SQUAD wall Toy Soldier ». 
TVio Lawsuits ALevoc Driver a. 

10:30pm, SlO.TlnAngnUOS 2nd 
St.,215-928-0770. 

BLACK LANDLORD with Kilmy 

Brenda's. 1201 N. FYunkfurd Avo-, 
215-739-9684. 



cr. 8pm, $10, North Star 



Vor-ld Caff Live, 3025 Walnut St_ 



j Avo., 2 1,5-739-5577. 

Philadelphia Mural Aria Program. 

I Wi t h Sister* 3 i Joe Duffoy laid 
I Wliat even. Clever, 9pm, SI 0, Johnny 
Brenda's. 1201 N. Frankfonl Avo., 

[ 215-739-8684. 



FREE World Calf Live, 3025 Walnut 
3L, 215-222- 1400. 

RIVERDALES with The Mangos A 
Jhurch, 2125 Chestnut St. ,215- 



Enda, Dinosaur Eyelids & Happy 
Accident, 9pm, $7, Fire,412W. 
Gu ard Avo- 267-671 8298. 



HONOR SOCIETY TRANSATLANTIC j 
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JOSH RITTER KK 


li l! '.17 

Egg 
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DIERKS BENTLEY "»» 

AND THE TRAVELIN McCDUBYS GARLL 


=88 


THE SAW DOCTORS 




TOY SOLDIERS SKESS 

CD RELEASE SHOW! in am modm A ME 
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f DRINKING MADE EA 







a Verso, Sick Six, Mic Got it. Unique. 

| Sneaker Box Chock. Tank Nitty, 
c Brainstorm, Clutch 7k, Da Boy Bake 

— 9:30pm, $10, Trocadero, 1003 Arch I 

| St. 215-922-5483 

• SUNDAY 4/25 

“ EARTH CRISIS with First 

• Blood A Think A, Blood. 3pm. $15, 

PI Barbary, 951 FrankfordAve,. 215- 






BINARY STAR with DJ Abilities. 
Nylc X Naysayers, Zilla Rocca A A1 
Mighty, 9pm, $10 *12, Fire. 112 W. 



EYE ALASKA with Rookie of the 
ar. Disco Curtis A Practically 
lglc, 7:30pm, $10-512, TYocadcro, 



IMBALA with Consider the Source, 
The Mantras A Odist 8pm, $8, Khy- 
her, 56 & 2nd St, 215-238-5SSS. 

JOVANOTT1. 7:30pm, $3O-$10, 
World Cafe Live. 3025 Walnut St . , 

OWEN PALLETT with Snow blink, 
2125 CWnut St ,215-563-3980 

PAPADOSIO with Timbre Coup, 
8pm, S8, M Room. 15 W.Girard Ave., 
215-739-5577, 



The Paper Jets A Hail Upon The 
Masses, 2pm, $12, Trocadero, 1003 
Arch St. 215-922-5483. 



with Winston's Dog- Funkslaw A 
Disgruntled Sherpa Project. 8pm, 

739-5577. 

T.BA. (The Bad Acronym) A Davis 
Howley, 7pm, $7, North Star Bar, 
2639 Poplar St., 215-684-0808. 

US, FROM THE OUTSIDE with 



EXTREME FISHKIN with Scotch 
n' Soda, Da Commrade, Bells Bells 
BeUs A Philadelphia Ukulele Or- 



■LUNQER with Kafei A 
e .267-671-9298. 



A Mv Mind. 8pm, 510, M Room, 
Star Bar. 2639 Poplar St . 215- 

THURSDAY 4/29 



1250N.FrontSt ,215-291-4919. 

ELDER BROTHER Willi Kill Yon 

m the Face, Daikaiju A Abstract 
Artimus. 9pm, $8, Khyber, 56 S, 2nd 
St, 215-238-5888. 

HIDEOUS MEN with Night of Joy, 
: 8pm. S5-S10, Danger Danger Gal- 
lery, 5013 Baltimore Ave., myspace. 



with Stcph Hayes and 



EY ANDERSON with Chip 
on, 8:30pm, $10, Tin Angel. 



Loafass A The Warhawlts, 9pn 
: MRoom, 15 W.Girard Ave., 21 



Vorld Cafe Live. 3025 Walnut St., 



SoundBwoi Killaz, Curly Castro, 
Rey Gunialei with La. Divine 
Rhyme, Phitted, Mordccai, J.rc, 



o. 1003 Arch St , 215-922- 



+ PERFORMING ARTS 



ickol mformoticn 

► cabaret 



| EXPERIMENTThe Colonialist 

the Spoils of 40 B.C., the Glut of 
2065 and the Harvest of 20 10. The 



To support Philadelphia Dance 
Projects Presents 2010. Peter Crtm- 
mins, Meredith Rainey and Kate 

a DJ, drinks, and hors d'oeuvres . 

RSVP by e-mailing info«phi!adan- 
ceprojects.org. Fri, Apr. 23, 7pm. $25. 
bahdeehahdu.l522N.AmericanSt., i 



PLACES (AKA THE UMBRELLA 



the agenda 



shoppingspree 



»■ BRIDAL SHOWCASE AT 
MANAYUNK BREWERY 

The birds are chirping, (he sun is shining 
and humans have emerged from theirwin- 
ler slumher fo celebrate with Intoxicants 
and romance. Wedding season] The newly 
engaged can scope out wedding vendors 
providing services from photography and 
photo booths, to cakes, flowers, plan- 
ning and sound at the Bridal Showcase. 
Complimentary hors d’oeuvres and cake 
samples will be served, hair and makeup 
trials will be performed by stylists, and “Trainer Diva" Bena Ciccotelli will otter 
tree fitness assessments and goal-setting sessions for brides that includes 
body fat analysis and personal workout plan Price of admission Includes 
door-prize drawings. Wed. April 28. 5:30-8:30 p.m.. SS. Manayunk Brewery 
& Restaurant. A 120 Main St., Manayunk. 610-624-4596, brldalshowcase. 
eventbrite.com. 

► UNBRIDALED WEDDING STYLE EXPO 
BY THE CAREER WARDROBE 

The CareerWardrobe, a nonprofit that provides no-cost professional attire to 
women re-entering the workforce, will host vendors providing sustainable 
and hand-crafted bridal accessories and services, as well as sell more than 
200 new wedding gowns donated by area brida aons n dng couture 
dresses by Nicole Miller. Gowns in sizes 2 to 22 will be priced S50 to S500 and 
include styles from the more traditional to outfits for a destination wedding. 
Admission includes the chance to win raffle prizes donated by vendors. Sun., 
April 25. 11a.m. -4 p.m., $10. Wardrobe Boutique. 1822 Spring Garden St. 
tcw-unbridaled.eventbrite.com, 

ttelida.dambroslo@cltypaper.net) 




tve en upcoming /topping event? Give n tore. I 




gmddagj&k 



\ New Spring Cocktails! 

Serving Brunch Sat & Sun 1 1 :30am - 5pm 

Farm to table specials every weekend. 

I Organic, free range & local foods from 
1 die farmers market right to your tabic. 

! Outdoor seating now available! 



free parking on gernianlown ave 
open 1 1:30am - 2am 

21.vm-tr.00 r 1001 n 2nd st 

swifthairpub.com daily phila, pa 19123 



224 5. 15th st. 
Philadelphia, pa 19102 
215.985.9600 

goodogbar.com 



new spring 



six refreshing 

O0fe0(feljD8 

to renew the spirit 




happy hour: $1 off all drinhs sun-wed 



mon-fri: 5-7pm sat: 4-6pm In the fata* 
sun; 10pm until midnight 20% off 

fli/S [sypS®® ©anrae 

«■& AiL 











KESWICK THEATRE 

(ASTON AD h KESWICK Ml • ■SLEW SIDE (PHIIA). PA 



" 3 ECHO 
"It & THE BUNNYMEN 

APR 25 






iij 



MARTHA WAINWRIGHT 



ON SALE FRIDAY AT NOON 



AUG 4 *«nn 



Mills Entertainment Presents 

Colin Mochrie & 
Brad Sherwood 

from Whose Line Is It Anyway? 



rSoxOSce 





+ Agenda Picks 

Why? So they can make our town look good when New York's coolestquizz- 
ers breeze through tor a music-themed trivia challenge. This is where trivia 
meets performance. "I call myself a quizmaster, so I like to tliink that I have 
some showmanship, "says producer and host Noah Tamow.The grand prize 
is $200 cash, but asTarnowpointsoul, "The real glory comes from knowing 
thatyou possess more useless knowledge tian anyone else In the room." 
Tue., Apr! 27, 8p.m., $1 I, World CafeUus, 3025 Walnut St, 215-222-1400, 
worUcaieiive.com. 

—Julia West 



; never break the chaney 

> THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME 

Lon Chaney — tie Man of aThousaid Faces 
and dad ofWOlf Man Jr. — took on Victor Hugo 
in 1 923 to play Quasimodo h the 1 923 silent 
adaptation of The Hunchback ol the Noire 
Dame. Andrew Sena music director at the Rist 
Presbyterian Church, will prrnde the ambiance 
by accompanying the film on organ. Senn says 
■ The Hunchback ot Notre Dametates place In 
this big Gothic buidhg. and we'reinabig Gotiicbuildng.solt just sort of made 
sense. " Fri ,Apri23, 7:30p.m. , tee. Fist Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, 
201 S. 21 si SI., 215-5670532, tpcphila. org. 

—Sam Kaplan 




I clowning around 

> CHRYSALIS 

Shuffling off an association with stale popcorn 
smell and bearded women, tie Philadelphia 
School of QrcusArtsemphasizesthe artistry of 
circus perform rig. This v/eek the two-year-old 
school will host its first- ever faculty perfor- 

the show's theme of transformaf on. Using their 
agile athleticism, the performers transform 
their own bodies into astonishing spectacles. Dancer and actress Jackie 
Zalewski (pictured) will contort herself around a hanging hoop called a lyra, 
while Kitsie Lundellscalesthe aerial ladder. Resldenttlghtwire teacher Renae 
Moore will fearlesslycross through the air on only a slender rope. Brendan 
Brolly will juggle. David Smith will perform sideshow stunts and Doug Young 
will conjure up magical illusions (including one not even his fellow faculty 
members haw seen). Don't you wish yourteachers had these moves 7 Seating 
is limited, so make reservations earlythroughphillycircus.com. Fri. -Sun., 
Apnl 23-25,8 p.m„ SIO. Philadelphia School ol Circus Arts, 5900A Greene 
St, 215-849- 1991. phiHydrcus.com. 

— Emily Currier 




( kickin' it old school 

> TECMO SUPER BOWL NINTENDOTOURNAMENT 

Takeout your anger atthe Donovan McNabb- 
lessEagleswithsome throwback virtual foot- 
ball lourneyaction.We'renot talking Madden 
on Xbox 360. TecmoSuper Bowl, tie game on 
tap,cameoutini99i forNintndo. It'll played 
on the original consoles and controllers. Top 
finishers win cash prizes In this 64-player 
single-elimination toir nament, so you'd bet- 
ter practice (but first you gotta register at supertecmophllly@gmail .com). 
Fortunately, the game's playable for free online in a few different places. 
Not much of a gamer? Strongbox will also be showing live footage of the 
2010 NFLDraftattie same time. Sal.. Apnl 24, noon-7 p.m., S20, Strongbox 
Lounge. 2029 Walnut St. 856-264-7406. phillylecmoloumey.com. 

— Sam Kaplan 








TAVERN 



CIRC A5?S urvi ve 



Stay the night in VIP-style in ene of our chic and exclusive House Of Blues Studio Suites. 



ROOSEVELTS 

& &ootn VH 

23RD & WALNUT 

215-569-8879 



HAPPY HOUR 

5pm -7pm NIGHTLY 



-t , 

?e«i6?&s 






AT SHOWBOAr N ^TLftNTIC CITY 



iMub» ForCompleteConcertListingsLogOnTo 

HOBATSHOWBOAT.COM 



mbyblosphilly.ct 



S. 17th St. 

tavernl 7restaurant.com 



$1.22 

SLIDER 

$2.22 

DRAFT 

$3.22 

COCKTAIL 

$4.22 

WINE 

' $ 5.22 
POUND OF PEEL 
AND EAT SHRIMP 















5 

'Sat 



mb 



Girard 

Saturday, April 24th 8pm $5 

The KMX Band and Kickii 
Chickens 



Saturday, May 1 5th 9pm NO 
COVER 

Birds Of Maya Record 
Release Party * with specie 



Monday Night Jazz 

Every First Monday with 
S The Fisht own Jazz Odyss 
NO COVER 



Happy Hour 

Mondays-Fridays S-7pm 
$2.50 Kenzinger Pints & 



1 356 NORTH FRONT STREET 

TWO BLOCKS NORTH OF THE 
GIRARD STOP 

215-634-6430 



TROCADERO THEATRE' 



- 



& 



SUNDAY JUNE 6" 



’FACTO RVH 

f>rc*\<) 



New 

snow.' 



MINUS THE 
BEAR 

Everest- Young the Giant THU. 5/6 



i J . Mexican Masked 
a Wrestling & 

I * saucy striptease 

? **t Jl* FBI. MAY 7 

_t±_ 





at THE BALCONY 

Lyrically FH 

r] Boeder Da Don. Spoken Wi 
Tannoru, Hosted by T.H.E 8 
□ KARAOKE QOKC SHOW & ROCK BAND 2 SHREDATHONt 
3 Hosted Dy Sk«Ntor(21*l 

■rt VERBAL GYMNASTICS: Verso. Skh Sin. Mic CM K IMque 
Wi SneefcerBw Chock. Tank Nitty, Brainstorm. Chrtch7k 
Da Boy Baku Momifioks 8 Tooy Harper (21»| 

3 The Neville Lewi. The Man lots. Human Sounds. Abstract 



LaJ EYE ALASKA - Rookie of the Year - Disco Cum* 



IsMSsESSibs. 

a US, FROM OUTSIDE wtth lohn Fonda. At Daybreak 

ahyestoth.^Sa^O^r 

















portio n control 

By Carolyn Wyman 

1 YOU SHAD 

! ME AT HELLO 

► FISH TOWN’S SHAD FESTiSODlyaCOUpleof 
days awayfrom being a two-year institution, but 
Paul Kimportsays his ideaof fetingthe fish —with 
music, crafts, talks, displays and a booth actually 
serving the stuff— initially had lots of critics. 

"'It's such afishy fish. Why honor that?" 1 peo- 
ple asked Kimport the Fishtown Area Business 
Association president who serves shad at his 
Standard Tap and Johnny Brenda s. His reply? 
Because shad is why Fishtown is called Fishtown. 
From the 1 700s through the early 1 900s, catch- 
ing shad as they made theirway up the Delaware 
for springtime spawning was the neighborhood's 
mai n i ndustry. “This fish is central to the h istory of 
Fishtown," says Kimport 
Overfishing and pollution eventually reduced 
swarms of shad in local waters toa trickle. Still, 
to many, spnngisnotspring without a taste of this 
oily, bony member of the herring family. 

Oyster House's Sam Mink, the third genera- 
tion of Mink family restaurateurs to serve shad, 
says those who ask after it typically “remember 
it from their childhoods. " Younger customers 
who order shad are asked if they li ke bluefi sh . “If 
they say they hate full-flavored fish, we'll steer 
them inanother direction," says Mink. “There's 
no point in wasting good fish. " FI rst-time shad 
u! roe orderers are rarer, especially the way Oyster 
\ House cooks if which is only partway (well-done 
a upon request). 

* OysterHouseistypicalofthevenerableeateries 
5 that serve shad and shad roe. says Sam D'Angelo, 
: CEO/shad pusher at seafood wholesaler Samuels 
; & Son. Young chefs at trendy places “don't know 
what to do with if says D’Angelo, recalling one 
’ who skinned ashadfilletandwasleftwithapileof 
= flakes. The quick tripfrom East Coast states that 
' sdllboastviableshadcatchesmakesshad“agreat 
S value," D'Angelo says. Still, the short season and 
d limited supply area coupled with thefish’s strong 
5 taste, make some restaurants wary. 

■ Kimportsharestheirconcemaboutsupply.At 
S lastyear'sShadFestittookhimonlytwohoursto 

2 run out of the 50 pounds of shad he got to make 
t sandwiches. Of course, many of his customers were 
< first-tlmers.This year’s line should be shorter now 
i that more people know what they' re In for. 




| «■ fisWmwi Start fast Sat. Aorl 24. lu.m-6p.m..ttee.Penn 

a treatyPatk.1341 UDetawateAve. 215-427-0350. ext. 120, 
g UsMomshattfesiorg. 





USE YOUR NOODLE 

A guide to fresh-made pasta in South 
Philadelphia. By Brion Shreffler 



getting that list), as well as with the community. 

Each establishment follows a similar production schedule, with 
particular items made fresh at certain times throughout the week. 
What’s more, most places have a high turnover that ensures their 
items haven't been sitting very longin a refrigerator or freezer. 
Here's our guide to South Fhilly’s best fresh pasta shops. 



I n the Italian M arket, the sight of sheets of pasta running 
through a machine to be swept into braids lures people to a halt. 
Places like Talluto's, at Ninth and Carpenter, stick their pasta 
cutter in the window for everyone to see. Superior’ Pasta, near Ninth 
and Christian, takes a subtler approach, but has no problem draw- 
ing attention with its tricolor awning. Visit either 
spot — or Nino’s Fresh Pasta and Matteo’s Italian 
Foods, both along 12th Street — and you’ll walk 
away with fresh pasta that approximates what 
you’ll eat in the motherland. 

It starts and ends with three simple ingredi- 
ents: high durum flour, fresh eggs and water. But what separates 
fresh-made pastas and the dried stuff you get at the supermarket, 
as any master will tell you, are flavor and feel “It has an unmatched 
texture and cooks in a fraction of the time, and because if s more 
porous, it holds the sauce better," says Talluto’s manager, Dave 
Brown, of fresh-made. 

It takes skill to ensure someone eating your pasta can truly taste 
that egg and that flour. Also relying on a mastery ofparadoxical tex- 
ture — the best pastas somehow boast a pillowy bite and a welcome 
firmness at the same time — South Philly’s pasta-makers maintain 
a healthy relationship with numerous local restaurants (good luck 




SUPERIOR PASTA I 905 Christian St., 215^07-3306, supariorpaata.com 



Founded by an Italian immigrant in 1945, Joseph “Joey 
Noodles" Lomanno took over Superior in 1999, leaving a job in 
the corporate world. 

C annel Ion i . Superior calls this their “hidden treasure." 

Lomanno swears there isn’t any veal in 
his blend, so there must be something 
magical about their combo of beef ricott 
and fresh herbs. Coat with olive oil. 
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oven for a few before heating to completion with marinara. 

Hot Pepper Linguine. An infusion of pepper flakes ensures 
that this pasta will stand out in any sauce.The heat comes in 
varying waves. 

Cavatelli. These little bands, enriched with ricotta, are twisted 
with a shallow ridge (think macro-chromosomes you can eat). 
Superior's make for a hearty dish, with the knots perfectly engi- 
neered to soak up marinara. 

Gorgonzola Eggplant RavioS. Though not the ingredients 
you'd expect blended with ricotta in ravioli, this pasta’s incorpo- 
ration of Gorgonzola and eggplant is a winner. 



Use Your Noodle 

The best pastas boast 
both a pillowy bite and 
a welcome firmness. 

TALLUTO’S I 944 S. Ninth St, 215-627-4967, tallulos.com 

Joe AM. Talluto, with the help of his son, Joo Jr., car- 
ries on a tradition started by Joe Jr.’s grandfather at 
one location in Southwest Philly in 1967. Numerous 
locations sprang up in the 1980s, including the shop 
on Ninth (which uses pasta machines imported from 
Italy), as well as a production location now located not 
far from the airport. 

Pappardelle. These noodles hold tight with just the 
right amount of pliancy. Step out of Talluto's and grab a 
pound of lamb from Esposito’s and you’re on your way to 
a great ragu. 

Pumpkin Ravioli. You can taste the amaretto and 
the spice blend married with whole-milk ricotta and 
Parmesan. If you don’t have any sauce, enjoy them pan- 
cake style, with butter, maple syrup and cinnamon. 

Agnolotti These basil agnolotti make for one of 
the tastiest pasta appetizers around. The pesto is so 
nuanced that they’re perfect with olive oil, pepper, oreg- 
ano and Parmigiano-Rcggiano sprinkled on top. 

NINO’S FRESH PASTA I 1218 Mifflin St., 215-467 0659 

Wicker baskets line the shelves behind Nino’s coun- 
ter, holding the bread they bake fresh daily. An adja- 
cent room is stocked with a legion of 20-plus-year-old 

pasta extruder fit with custom die cutters for cuts like 
fusilli and rigatoni. 

Shrimp Ravioli. A robust flavor permeates this ravioli 
with chunks of shrimp that doesn’t restrict the ricotta. 
Hearty enough to sing through a rich vodka sauce. 

Spinach Ravioli. The earthy spinach flavor in these 
creamy ricotta ravioli pops on the palate; tastes like the 
pasta maker just came back from the farmer’s market. 

Fusilli Pop in when they have this fresh. Soft and 
pliant, it surprises with its excellent firmness after its 
prescribed cooking time (20 minutes) — which, like the 
walk down to Nino's, is well worth it. 

MATTEO'S 

1214 RltnerSt.. 215-467-7644. mattcositahanfood.com 

In 1995, Robert Matteo Jr. took over this business, 
founded by his father, former sheet-metal worker 
Robert Sr., in 1976. Continue past the case where they 
keep the ravioli, tortellini and other assorted pastas and 
you may just catch sight, through the glass partition, of 
the mozzarella they prep fresh every day. 

Roasted Pepper Ravioli. Parmesan, ricotta and 
roasted pepper group-hug to your benefit, with the last 
flavor coming through in the right measure. 

Cheese Ravioli. This creamy ricotta ravioli deserves 
a seat at the table with the big boys of Ninth Street. 
Ricotta and mozzarella get equal attention here. 

Lobster Ravioli Since balance is everything in blend- 
ed ravioli, flakes of lobster meat — employed to overkill 
by most — allow for an even balance of flavor, which 
Matteo’s augments with ricotta and Romano. 

(editorial@citypaper.net) 






Let the 
feeding 
frenzy 



STARTING APRIL 25th 

SUNDAY SUPPER 

3 COURSE FAMILY STYLE $25 PER PERSON 
STARTING APRIL 27th 

FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT 

3 COURSES $19 PER PERSON 



MONDAY - % Price Drafts 
TUESDAY - Vi Price Glasses Of Wine 
52 WEDNESDAY - Vz Price Specialty Cocktails 
5 THURSDAY - Vz Price Beer Bottles 
5; FRIDAY - Manager's Choice 
5 SATURDAY - $10 Off All Wine Bottles 
g SUNDAY - Beer Battle! 



begin. I | 



BALLAST POINT YELLOW TAIL PAIL ALE. 



A GREAT RESTAURANT TRAPPED IN A BAR 

9th & CATHERINE STREETS 

(215) 238-6555 . Find out more at www.wishingwellphilly.com 
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Cheesesteak? 



BEST SHOP FOR LOCAL PRODUCE? 
FAVORITE PLACE TO GET A CHEESESTEAK? 
BEST BYOB RESTAURANT IN THE CITY? 



YOUR QUESTIONS. YOUR ANSWERS. YOUR CITY. 

R adelphia. 



ASKADELPHIA.COM 




WHAT’S COOKING 




Flavors of the Avenue Sat., April 24, noon -5 p.m„ $20 
in advance ($25 at the door) »- Flavors ofthe Avenue is 
once again taking over East Pussyunk for a day of local 
flair. Rain or shine, stroll under tents and try samples 
of signature dishes and drinks from more than a dozen 
restaurants and bars, like Tre Scalini, Mamma Maria 
( above), Le Virtu, Fond, Fuel and more. A craft fair, fash- 
ion show and live music will also entertain throughout 
the day. East Passyunk Avenue between Dickinson and 
Morris streets, 215-336-1455, visiteastpassyunk.com. 

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society Fundraiser at 
Yards Brewing Co. Fri., April 23, 7 -10:30p.m., $25 > 
Do a good drinking deed by taking part in this fundrais- 
er to benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. It’s 
an evening of music, entertainment and firkin tappings 
at Yards. A ticket gets you six beers, sandwiches, snacks 
and access to the brewery. Tix must be purchased ahead 
online; go to bit. ly /yards. Yards Brewing Co., 901 N. 
Delaware Ave., 215-634-2600.yardsbrewing.com. 

South African Wine Tasting at Lacroix Ritten house 

Mon., April 26, 6:30 p.m., $30 > Discover Sou th African 
reds at Lacroix, where sommelier Eric Simonis will 
guide a tasting of four wines. Leam about nuances 
of the region while sampling Pinotage, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Shiraz and a Vrede En Lust red blend. 
Following the tasting, you can catch the restaurant’s 
three-course $35 prix-fixe from chef Jason Cichonski. 
Lacroix, Rittenhouse Hotel, 210 West Rittenhouse 
Square, 215-790-2533, lacroixrestauranLcom. 

River & Glen Seafood Dinner at Bar Ferdinand 
Sun., April 25, 8 p.m., $65 >- Chef David Kane has created 
a sustainable seafood menu featuring fresh products from 
local supplier River & Glen. Start with Mystic oysters 
served three ways and bouchot mussels with roasted 
grapes, tarragon and hazelnuts. Continue the feast with 
Great South Bay hand-harvested clams; pan-searcd 
scallops with foie gras-stuffed morel mushrooms; and 
line-caught Chatham Bay cod. Service industry folks can 
enjoy at 20 percent discount, and an optional wine pairing 
is available for $30 more. Bar Ferdinand, Liberties Walk, 
1030 N. Second St., 215-923-1313, baiierdinand.com 
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NOW SEATING 



Old City Asian Bistro | James Lee, who owns Black 
Dog Cafe in Skippack Village, has hopped into the city, 
taking over what was Anjou for tins straightforward- 
named Japanesc/Chinese/Thai eatery. The menu, which 
tops out at $20, features a mix-up of tried-and-true 
Asian favorites, including all manner of sushi (a "Fire 
Island” roll, topped with yuzu kimchee sauce), Thai cur- 
ries and wok-fried dishes like garlic chicken, shrimp or 
scallops. They offer a $9 Bento Box lunch deal daily from 
11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.; open daily from 11:30 a.m. to 10 
p.m. 206 Market St., 215-922-6222. 

Twenty Manning Grill | Audrey Claire Taichman has 
revamped her bistro/lounge Twenty Manning into a more 
laid-back neighborhood eatery, lightening up the interior 
(white-washed wood paneling; white pressed-tin ceiling; 
white tile bar) and introducing a casual new American 
menu. Chef/partner Kiong Bahn has developed new 
dishes like heirloom tomato gazpacho with pineapple- 
basil sorbet; pan-seared scallops with pink grapefruit, 
spinach and yellow pepper olive oil; and even a signature 
8-ounce burger, served on a cutting board. There’ll also 
be rotating “plates of the day” to showcase fresh specials. 
The original Twenty Manning mixed a mean cocktail, 
and that hasn't changed with the rodo, cither (signatures 
will include a perfect martini with Bluccoat and a basil 
mojito). The new-look restaurant opens daily at 5 p.m. 
261 S. 20th St., 215-731-0900, twenlymanning.com. 
Unitea | Open since the first week of April, Kashif 
Ahmad’s steep-centric cafe caters to tea lovers and veg- 

than 25 teas, plus espresso and fresh-squeezed juices. 
(Flavored green and black teas to serve iced, as well 
as bubble teas, are on the way. ) For eats, they’re doing 
veg-friendly sandwiches and snacks (Vietnamese-style 
tofu hoagies, tomato/basil/mozzarella > and have a selec- 
tion of faux meats, like chicken, turkey, ham, bologna 
and corned beef. Hours: Tue.-Fri., 7:30 a.m,-9 p.m.; Sat., 
9 a.m.-9 p.m., Sun., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; closed Mon. 265 S. 
44th St., 215-222-8786, unitea.com. 

orcall2t5-735-B444.ext.21S. 
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Italian Deli 

267-761 -9372 



NEW FAST LUNCH! 

GREAT QUALITY - GREAT PRICE - FAST 
6 Menu Items all under $6 
Monday - Friday n:;oam - 2 pm 



HAPPY HOUR 
Mon-Fri 4-6PM 
All Drafts $j & Belgians 
Too! 

KARAOKE 

Every Sunday ioPM-aAM 



BRUNCH 

Sat & Sun At 10AM 

2 WHEEL 
TUESDAYS 

Ride Your Motorcycle For 
Drink Specials! 



215.627.6711 



NEW ORLEANS CAFE 



Philadelphia's Most 
Award Winning Brewery 



NODDING HEAD Brewery & Restaurant 
1516 Sansom Street * Philadelphia 
215-569-9525 * wvrw.noddinghead.com 



THE GREAT FOOD and FUN 
ol NEW ORLEANS are on HEADHOUSE SQUARE 



Balance IsGood. 

Sunday 
Brunch 

11—5 with the 
Victor North 
Jazz Trio 

Quizzo 

Sundays 
at 9pm 



DANCE 

PARTY 

WEDNESDAY, 

APRIL 28th 7-11PM 



Complimentary 
Hors d'oeurvres 



OUTDOOR DINING . SUNDAY BRUNCH . LATE NIGHT DINING 

414 S. Second • 215.574.1687 
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DRIVERS: Tanker Freight Regional Runs. 
Company Drivers. Great Pay & Benefits! 
Pd. Orientation, Assigned Trucks, Fuel 
Card, PrePass. Must Have. TWIC Card, 
CDL-A w/Tanker & Hazmat End. 18mo 
Current TT Exp. EOE/M/F/V/D 



rj 



HIGHWAY IRAIWWI 



Call Tony Today! 
800-764-4034 . www.hytt.com 
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Discovery Place Preschool ) 

South Philadelphia (7“ and Snyder) 

215 - 755-7588 

A Quality Early learning center is 
looking Cor fun loving, outgoing, 
creative, and child friendly teachers. 
Extensive training, benefits and a very 
competitive salary provided. Candidates 
who have a degree In psychology, 
sociology with a minimum of 30 credits 
in ECE will be considered. A Bi degree in 
ECE is preferred. c\\ 






City Paper reaches over 89, 
who plan to buy a home in the 



City Paper reaches 1 1 5,1 
who rent apartments and 



The Median Home Value for City Paper re 

TO ADVERTISE YOUR REAL ESTATE IN CITY ft 
NEW audiences seeking NEW Apartmer 
Robb Allison, Senior Advert sing Acc 
robb.allison@otypaper.net* 215-82 



s is $270,929. 




118 East Chestnut Avenue, North \ 

Absolute Turn -key ready with a v 
Just right for the big family. / 
(Also available for 





big closets, partang washer/ 
diyer SSOO's LOCATORS INC 



TORS INC21 5-922-3400 
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CAN’T SELL ! 
YOUR HOME j 



CHESTNUT HILL 



1 







NOW SERVING 



Business coaching 



AL SINGER 
CE LESSONS 

City. All styles 
iur voice, round- 



•Bachelor 

Party 

Headquarters 

/ •Free 
Shuttle To 
And From 
Your 
Location 



Tuesday 
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SPRING IS HERE! 

Be ready with a TUNE UP 

Our skilled mechanics are standing by 
Noon to 7, seven days a week 



Ybu're up 
early? 

So are we. 

Monday-Friday: 

8AM-6PM. 

Saturday-Sunday: 

10-5. 

Trophy Bikes 

3131 Walnut Street 

2 1 5.222.2020. trophybikes.com 



OO^Ir 

IN FIN I 

BODY PIERCING, INC. 

626 SOUTH 4TH STREET 
215.923.7335 

WWW.INFINITEBODY.COM 



Fairfa/ 

Cr'obank 



EVERY DAY 
IS BEER 
DAY 

EULOGY HAS THE CITY'S 
LARGEST BEER 
SELECTION BY FAR: 



123Donate.com 



. companionship 
throughout each daily walk. 
IWalkSmallDogs@yahoo.com 
1215) 327-7182 Wililam 



2 clarity, achieve your goals 
more quickly, and do so with less 
stress. Free half-hour consultation 
-215 806 8319 

DANCERS 

Work for the only Upscale 
Gentlemen’s Club in Atlantic City 
Wo cater to the Casino's and 
Convention Center visitors. 
Earn up to $2,500 weekly. 
www.aUureatlantieciW.Gom 
For an interview: 484-239-6666 

I BUY RECORDS, CD'S, DVD'S 

TOP PRICES PAID. No collection 
too small or large! We buy every- 
thing! Call Jon at 215-805-8001 or 
e-mail dingol5@hotmad.com 
DANCING CLASSROOMS PHILLY 
MALE TEACHING ARTISTS 
NEEDED 

If you love to dance and enjoy 
working with kids, this job is for 
you! Dancing Classroom Philly 
seeks male "teaching artists" to 
teach the basics of ballroom dance 
to 5th graders in Philadelphia 
schools. The 10-wock licensed 
program occurs during the school 
day twice weekly for each class. 
This paid position includes training, 
teaching schedule, meetings, 
semi-final and final competition. 
This program runs both semesters 
of the academic year. Selected 
teaching artists must commit to 
four days of training 
from August 9-12th. 

info@dancingclassroomsphilly.org. 
For more information, contact 
Bess Witcosky at 215-668-6582 



BIG BEAUTIFUL WOMEN PAGEANT 
Looking for Contestants 

Size 14 and Above 
Also Accepting Vendor Applications 
Enter Now: 215-222-7127 
www.wilkesproductions.com 



Open every day 4pm - 2am 
Bat S Sun Brunch 1 0am • 4pm 
Oth & Spring Garden 
wwwsllkokyphllly.com 

MACK’S BOARDWALK PIZZA 

A Taste Of The Jersey Shore in 
South Philly 10th & Oregon Av- 
enue Pick-Up or Delivery Bring 
or mention this ad for $2 OFF a 17" 
Pie! 215-755-7553. 

Yoga & Mantra Music Day 

Sun May 2nd, 11:30 to 5:30 
Philadelphia University, 

Harris Gym 

Details at www.KYI-Evcnts.info, or I 
Call Han Zandler at 610-642-5621 i 



MANGO MOON Manayunk 

Mouth Watering Thai Tapas and 
Signature Cocktails 
mymangomoon.com 

215.487.1230 
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HOOKAH BAR/RESTAURANT 

HIDDEN CAFE 
328 SOUTH STREET 

Healthy Gardens and Supply 
Go Green 

Hydroponics/Lighting Systems 
Organic Nutrients and Medium 
Expert Knowledge and Advice 
1012 Lincoln ave. Prospect Park PA 
610 586 2171 

www.healthygardensandsupply.com 

Affordable Lace Front Wigs!! 

Celebrity Inspired - 100% Indian 
Remi Hair starting at $34.99 
VISIT www.misslacewigs.com 

SEMEN DONORS NEEDED 

Healthy, College Educated 
Mon 18-39 - S150/Samplo 

WWW. 1 23DONATE COM 

CITY SPA 

CHINESE MASSAGE 

City Avo, Presidential 
Jefferson House 
<215)477-4270 

LONDON GRILL 

Make your own Bloody Mary Brunch 
every Sat & Sun 

www.londongrill.com 

215.978.4545 



♦allure 

AU NUDE UPSCALE 
GENTLEMEN'S CLUB 



1075 Albany Ave. A.C. Nj 
609-340-0252 
wwwalkirealanticcity.com 






